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To 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  County  of  Dumfries  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  I960.  There  is  included  a Report  on  the  School  Health 
Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  I960. 

I should  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  members  of  the 
County  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  to  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  K.  DRAINER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


COUNTY  BUILDINGS, 
DUMFRIES. 
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REPORT 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Summary 


Dumfriesshire 

I960 

1959 

Population  ...  ...  

62,247 

61,972 

Marriage  Rate  

10.1 

9.6 

Birth  Rate  

17.9 

18.2 

Illegitimate  Rate  

5.5 

5.1 

Still-birth  Rate 

24 

28 

Death  Rate  

10.4 

11.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

26 

29 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  

0.08 

0.11 

Infectious  Diseases  Death  Rate 

0.03 

0.08 

Population 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  the 
County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1959  is  as 
follows:— 


(a) 

(b) 


...  46,026 

Annan  

...  5,405 

Sanquhar  

...  2,521 

Lochmaben  

...  1,230 

Lockerbie  

...  2,715 

Moffat  

...  2,019 

Langholm  

...  2,331 

62.247 

This  is  an  increase  of  275  as  compared  with  the  estimate  for 
1959-  The  population  of  Annan  increased  by  130. 


Marriages 


Six  hundred  and  thirty  marriages  were  registered,  giving  a 
marriage  rate  of  10.1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  As 
usual,  this  is  higher  than  the  national  rate  because  of  temporary 
residents  at  Gretna. 


Births 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfer  were  as 
follows:— 
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Total 

Male 

Female 

Illegitimate 

(a)  County  Landward 

...  792 

399 

393 

48 

(b)  Small  Burghs  — 

Annan  ... 

..  172 

78 

94 

5 

Sanquhar 

38 

21 

17 

1 

Lochmaben 

26 

10 

16 

— 

Lockerbie 

29 

13 

16 

1 

Moffat  '... 

25 

12 

13 

3 

Langholm 

35 

18 

17 

3 

Total 

1,117 

551 

566 

i! 

The  birth-rate  of  17.9  is 

slightly  lower  than  last  year.  The 

decennial  averages  since  1900  have  been 
1901  - 1910 

23.43 

1911  - 1920 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

22.04 

1921  - 1930 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

21.50 

1931  - 1940 

• ••  • • • 

• • • • • • 

15.96 

1941  - 1950 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

17.99 

1951  - 1960 





17.08 

Of  the  1,117  births  assigned  to  Dumfriesshire,  80  per  cent 
took  place  in  hospital  and  20  per  cent  at  home. 


Illegitimate  Births 


The  illegitimate  births  amounted  to  5.5  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  births.  This  compares  with  5.1  for  the  previous 
year  and  4.2  for  Scotland  in  I960. 

Still  Births 


There  were  28  still  births,  giving  a still-birth  rate  of  24  per 
1,000  total  births.  The  corresponding  figure  in  the  previous  year 
was  28. 


Deaths 

There  were  709  deaths  (348  males,  361  females).  The  death 
rate,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution  was  10.4. 


The  decennial  averages  since  1900  are  as  follows:— 


1901  - 1910 
1911  - 1920 
1921  - 1930 
1931  - 1940 
1941  - 1950 
1951  - 1960 


15.24 

13.09 

12.00 

12.6 

11.6 

10.73 
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It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  death-rate  for  Dumfriesshire 
is  always  relatively  increased  because  of  the  number  of  deaths 
at  Crichton  Royal.  When  a person  dies  in  a mental  hospital  after 
a period  of  ten  years’  residence,  the  death  is  not  transferable  to 
the  area  of  normal  residence  as  is  the  case  when  death  takes 
place  in  other  institutions.  A considerable  number  of  deaths  at 
Crichton  Royal  each  year  would  not  otherwise  be  accepted  as 
taking  place  in  Dumfriesshire. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  during  I960  were  as  follows :- 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Diseases  of  the  Heart 

133 

119 

252 

Apoplexy 

50 

72 

122 

Malignant  Disease  

49 

52 

101 

Pneumonia 

10 

18 

28 

Bronchitis  

14 

7 

21 

Road  Accidents 

8 

3 

11 

Accidents  in  the  Home 

2 

4 

6 

Infant  Mortality 

Of  the  709  deaths,  29  were  of  children  under  the  age  of 
one  year.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  26  per  thousand 
live  births. 

Sixteen  of  these  deaths  took  place  within  the  first  month 
of  life  and  ten  within  the  first  day. 

The  decennial  averages  of  the  infant  mortality  rates  in 
Dumfriesshire  since  the  beginning  of  the  century  are  as  follows:— 


1901  - 1910 94 

1911  - 1920  83 

1921  - 1930  72 

1931  - 1940  69 

1941  - 1950  51 

1951  - I960  27 


It  is  generally  accepted  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  is  the 
most  sensitive  index  of  the  well-being  of  a community. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Five  persons  (1  male,  4 females,)  died  of  tuberculosis 
during  the  year.  Three  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  respiratory 
forms  of  the  disease. 

The  decennial  averages  since  1900  are  as  follows:— 
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1901  - 1910  ... 
1911  - 1920  ... 
1921  - 1930  ... 
1931  - 1940  ... 
1941  - 1950  ... 
1951  - I960  ... 


2.7 

1.38 

0.99 

0.59 

0.47 

0.11 


The  spectacular  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuber- 
culosis within  the  past  decade  is  very  largely  due  to  improved 
methods  of  treatment  by  antibiotics  and  chemotherapy. 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

There  were  101  deaths  from  cancer  as  compared  with  137 
in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  cancer  deaths,  20  (18  males,  2 
females)  were  due  to  malignant  disease  of  the  lungs. 

National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 
Part  iii 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 
(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

Ante-natal  care  was  given  in  domiciliary'  cases  by  all  the 
district  nursing  sisters  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
family  doctor.  Such  ante-natal  care  was  given  to  210  mothers, 
and  1 ,000  visits  were  paid  by  the  nursing  staff  who  subsequently 
attended  the  births  as  maternity  nurses.  In  some  parts  of  the 
County  the  district  nursing  sisters  attend  the  ge  neral  practition- 
ers’ surgeries  when  ante-natal  examinations  are  being  carried 
out. 


Three  ante-natal  clinics  were  held  throughout  the  year,  at 
Annan,  Kelloholm  and  Langholm.  Medical  care  was  given  by  staff 
from  Cresswell  Maternity  Hospital,  and  members  of  the  Council’s 
nursing  Staff  were  in  attendance.  Most  mothers  attending  these 
clinics  had  elected  to  be  confined  in  hospital. 

Instruction  in  mother-craft  was  a feature  at  each  clinic. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  various  clinics  were  as 
follows:— 
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Clinic 

Ante -natal 

Post-natal 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annan  

232 

1,460 

1,692 

221 

12 

233 

Kirkconnel 

110 

493 

603 

85 

21 

106 

Langholm... 

45 

114 

159 

31 

_ 

31 

Total  for  I960... 

387 

2,067 

2,454 

337 

33 

370 

i Total  for  1959... 

375 

1,835 

2,210 

288 

5 

293 

(b)  CHILD  WELFARE 

The  child  welfare  centre  which  had  been  held  at  the  Town 
Hall,  Annan,  was  transferred  in  April  to  Springbells  Clinic. 

Attendances  at  the  various  centres  during  the  year  are 
shown  in  the  following  tables. 

Under  1 year 


Centre 

First  Visits 

Subsequent  Visits 

Total 

Annan,  Town  Hall 

... 

24 

241 

265 

Annan,  Springbells ... 

135 

1,607 

1,742 

Brydekirk  ...  ._ 

17 

101 

118 

Cano  nbie  

4 

92 

96 

Ecclefechan  

— 

24 

138 

162 

Eascriggs  

... 

36 

279 

315 

Gretna  ... 

56 

515 

571 

Kirkconnel  

96 

822 

918 

Lockerbie  ...  ... 

... 

52 

934 

986 

Locharbriggs 

... 

193 

290 

483 

Sanquhar  

42 

337 

379 

Totals  for  I960  ... 

... 

706 

5,808 

6,514 

Totals  for  1959  

822 

5,382 

6,204 
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1-  5 years 


Centre 

First  Visits 

Subsequent  Visits 

Total 

Annan,  Town  Hall  . 

9 

37 

46 

Amran,  Spring  be  Us ...  ... 

— 

53 

369 

422 

Brydekirk  

— 

3 

78 

81 

Canonbie  ...  — — — 

— 

2 

43 

45 

Ecclefcchan  ...  

... 

3 

84 

87 

Easmggs  ...  — — 

... 

36 

279 

315 

Gretna  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

30 

178 

208 

Kirkconnel  ...  ... 

... 

31 

1B9 

220 

Langholm .. . 

... 

76 

423 

499 

Locharbriggs — 

— 

17 

29 

46 

Sanquhar  ...  ..  ... 

... 

3 

42 

45 

Totals  for  I960  ...  ... 

283 

2,002 

2,185 

Totals  for  1959  ... 

... 

299 

2,041 

2,340 

In  addition,  13,540  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  to  children 
under  one  year,  and  13,707  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of 
one  and  five  years. 

During  the  year  all  members  of  the  nursing  staff  received 
instruction  in  ascertaining  defective  hearing  in  young  children. 
Each  child  is  now  tested,  routinely,  at  age  nine  months  by  the 
health  visitor  and,  if  deafness  is  suspected,  is  referred  for 
fuller  examination. 

(c)  DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 

There  are  33  distributing  centres  throughout  the  County, 
most  of  them  operated  by  voluntary  workers. 

The  amounts  of  food  distributed  are  shown  below  with  the 
corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year:— 


1960 

1959 

National  Dried  Milk  

35,007 

34,730 

Cod  Liver  Oil  

3,260 

3,040 

Vitamin  Tablets  

1,098 

1,134 

Orange  Juice  

16,892 

17,334 

(d)  DENTAL  CARE 


It  was  not  possible  to  give  dental  care  to  mothers  or  young 
children  during  the  year  because  of  insufficient  dental  staff. 

(e)  USE  OF  CLINIC  PREMISES  BY  GENERAL  PRACTIONERS 
AND  HOSPITAL  BOARD  STAFF 

The  Council’s  premises  at  Kirkconnel,  Annan  and  East- 
r*8gs  continue  to  be  used  by  general  practitioners  and  the  medical 
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and  auxiliary  staffs  of  both  Boards  of  Management  in  the  area. 

2.  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Each  district  nursing  sister  is  a qualified  midwife  but  none 
was  called  upon  to  take  sole  charge  of  a confinement  during  the 
year.  All  domiciliary  confinements  were  undertaken  by  general 
practitioners  with  the  district  nursing  sisters  acting  as  maternity 
nurses. 


The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  attendance  at  the 
domiciliary  confinements:— 


Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  23  (2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 
1947 

Other 

domiciliary 

cases 

Total 

Doctor 
engaged  and 
present  at 
confinement 

Doctor 
engaged  and 
not  present 
at  confinement 

Midwife 
alone  (No 
doctor  en- 
gaged) 

Doctoi 
and  midwife 
engaged 

Mid  vires  employed 
by  the  Authority 
(including  those 
engaged  on  a fee -per 
-case  basis) ... 

172 

29 

201 

Private  practising 
Midwives  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  

172 

29 

- 

- 

201 

All  the  district  nursing  sisters  have  been  trained  in  the 
use  of  gas  and  air  and  of  trilene  for  analgesia  in  childbirth.  Each 
midwife  has  been  equipped  with  Minnett  apparatus  for  the  admin- 
istration of  gas  and  air,  and  six  trilene  inhalers  are  available. 

Analgesia  was  administered  in  domiciliary  cases  as  fol- 
lows:— 


Gas  and  air  analgesia  ...  89 

Trilene  analgesia 38 

Pethidine  ...  50 

Maternity  outfits  were  supplied  to  all  mothers  being  con- 
fined at  home. 

There  were  no  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
by  a midwife  under  Section  14  (2)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act, 
1951. 


Three  members  of  the  nursing  staff  attended  a refresher 
course  for  midwives. 
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The  non-medical  supervision  of  midwives  is  carried  out  by 
the  County  Nursing  Superintendent. 

3.  Health  Visiting 

The  arrangements  for  health  visiting  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year.  In  the  rural  areas,  health  visiting  is  carried  out 
by  the  district  nursing  sisters.  An  encouraging  number  of  the 
nursing  staff  are  taking,  or  intend  to  take,  the  appropriate  train- 
ing. 


In  the  more  populous  areas  of  Kirkconnel,  Annan  and 
Gretna,  health  visiting  is  undertaken  by  full-time  health  visitors. 
There  is  one  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  for  the  whole  County, 
and  two  School  Health  Visitors  whose  work  is  mainly  in  Dum- 
fries schools,  though  they  also  undertake  audiometric  testing  in 
the  whole  education  area. 

Home  visits  made  by  the  general  health  visitors  during 
I960  were  as  follows:— 

Number  Visited  Total  Visits 


Expectant  mothers  ... 

210 

1,000 

Children  under  1 year 

1,562 

13,540 

Children  1-5  years 

2,340 

13,707 

Patients  over  65  years 

561 

2,799 

4.  Home  Nursing 

Each  district  nursing  sister  undertakes  home  nursing  in  her 
area.  The  formation  of  a new  district  at  Kirkconnel  last  year 
was  a worthwhile  venture. 

An  increasing  proportion  of  patients  nursed  at  home  were 
elderly,  As  before,  the  combination  of  district  nurse,  home  help 
and  welfare  officer  is  often  instrumental  in  allowing  old  people  to 
remain  at  home  when,  otherwise,  they  would  require  to  be  admitted 
to  hospital.  Sometimes  the  demands  on  the  nursing  staff  in  cases 
of  this  kind  are  very  heavy  indeed  and,  at  times,  in  the  patients' 
best  interests,  institutional  care  would  be  preferable. 

In  addition  to  providing  the  services  of  district  nursing 
sisters,  the  Council  provides  items  of  nursing  eq  uipment  when 
these  are  required. 

The  work  of  the  district  nursing  sisters  in  their  capacity 
as  home  nurses  may  be  summarised  as  follows:— 
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Number  of  cases  attended  ...  1,888 

Number  of  visits  paid 29,956 

Of  the  cases  attended,  830  were  elderly  patients,  to  whom 
a total  of  16,121  visits  were  paid. 

5.  Home  Help  Service 

Domestic  assistance  was  given  in  circumstances  of  house- 
hold difficulty,  due,  usually,  to  old  age,  illness  or  home  confine- 
ment. The  number  of  hours  of  attendance  is  adjusted  to  actual 
need,  and  each  householder's  ability  to  contribute  is  assessed 
according  to  means.  Four  out  of  five  recipients  of  domestic  help 
were  of  pensionable  age 

During  the  year,  one  full-time  home-help  and  34  part-time 
workers  were  employed.  The  numbers  of  persons  assisted  were 
as  follows:— 


Aged  & 
infirm 

Illness 

Maternity 

Annan 

4 

1 

Lockerbie 

1 

1 

1 

Lochmaben 

1 





Moffat 

4 

1 



Langholm 

4 

— 

— 

Sanquhar 

3 

— 

— 

Landward  Area 

32 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Vaccination  and  Immuni 

i sation 

(a)  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


The  numbers  of  vaccinations  recorded  during  I960  are 
shown  in  the  following  table:— 


Age  Group 

Primary  Vaccination 

Re-vaccination 

Successful 

No  reaction 

Successful 

No  reaction 

Boro  in  I960  

MO 

14 

- 

- 

Aged  1—5  year*  — — 

274 

6 

4 

3 

Aged  over  5 year* 

32 

- 

92 

30 

Totals... — ...  ... 

646 

20 

96 

33 
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Sixty-five  per  cent  of  Dumfriesshire  children  have  been 
vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

(b)  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING 
COUGH  AND  TETANUS 

The  practice  was  continued  of  giving  combined  inocula- 
tions against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus.  In  all, 
1,162  children  received  a full  treatment  and,  in  addition,  1,338 
received  a single  maintenance  dose  when  they  entered  school  for 
the  first  time. 

The  level  of  immunisation  among  Dumfriesshire  children, 
98%,  is  most  satisfactory.  Each  year,  an  average  of  78%  of  school 
entrants  in  the  education  area  receive  a maintenance  dose. 

(c)  POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  offered  to  all  per- 
sons between  the  ages  of  six  months  and  40  years,  and  to  others 
at  special  risk.  The  practice  of  giving  a third  inoculation  was 
continued. 

The  number  of  persons  inoculated  during  the  year  were  as 
follows:— 


Two  doses  Three  doses 


Children  

1,603 

3,802 

Young  Persons 

469 

1,722 

Persons  aged  27—40  years 

936 

582 

Persons  over  40  years 

57 

59 

Totals  ... 

3,065 

6,165 

(d)  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  programme  of  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  in 
Dumfriesshire  schools  was  deferred  until  March,  I960.  As  usual, 
each  child  giving  a positive  Heaf  test  had  an  x-ray  examination  of 
the  chest  carried  out  at  Lochmaben  Chest  Hospital.  After  careful 
surveillance,  no  child  was  found  to  suffer  from  active  disease. 

Vaccination  of  persons  in  the  contact  group  was  under- 
taken by  the  medical  staff  at  Lochmaben  Chest  Hospital. 

The  particulars  are  shown  in  the  following  table:— 
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Group 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Negative  Reactors 

Vaccinated 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Contacts 

35 

41 

32 

37 

50 

58 

School  children 

577 

652 

504 

579 

504 

579 

Of  Dumfriesshire  children  in  the  13  years  old  age  group,  88  per 
cent  were  tuberculin  tested.  Twelve  per  cent  gave  a positive 
reaction  and  88  per  cent  were  negative  and  were  vaccinated  with 
B.C.G. 


7.  Prevention,  Care  and  After-care 

(a)  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  patients  notified  and  confirmed  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  were  as  follows:— 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Respiratory  cases  11 

11 

22 

Non-respiratory  cases  2 

5 

7 

13 

16 

29 

The  total  number  of  notifications  in  the  previous  year  was 
47. 


Thirty-five  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital  during  the 
year  and  9 were  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  as 
compared  with  25  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

There  were  378  names  (176  males,  202  females)  in  the 
tuberculosis  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these  patients 
316  suffered  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  62  from  other 
forms  of  the  disease. 

Additional  nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk  was  supplied 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician.  All  tuberculous 
patients  had  been  suitably  housed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  liaison  between  the  Health  Department  and  the  Chest 
Hospital  continues  to  be  excellent.  As  before,  the  Tuberculosis 
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Health  Visitor  is  in  attendance  at  out-patient  clinics  held  at  the 
Hospital.  During  the  year,  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  made 
893  domiciliary  visits. 

(b)  MASS  MINIATURE  RADIOGRAPHY 

A mass  miniature  radiography  unit  carried  out  surveys  in 
certain  areas  of  the  County  in  May,  June  and  December.  The 
general  public  were  examined  at  Gretna,  Annan,  Sanquhar  and 
Kirkconnel  and,  in  addition,  the  unit  visited  the  Weyroc  Factory, 
Annan,  and  Cochran’s  Boiler  Works,  Newbie. 

In  all,  4,018  persons  were  examined  and  171  recalled  for 
large  films.  One  patient,  who  resided  in  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries, 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  active,  respiratory  tuberculosis. 
Eighteen  persons  were  kept  under  surviellance  for  respiratory 
tuberculosis  but  none  was  found  to  suffer  from  the  disease  in  an 
active  form. 

Twenty-seven  persons  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  non- 
tubercuious  conditions  affecting  the  respiratory  or  cardio-vascu- 
lar  systems. 


(c)  CHIROPODY 

Chiropody  is  provided  for  old  people  in  Sanquhar,  Kirk- 
connel, Annan,  Langholm,  Lochmaben  and  in  the  landward  part  of 
Dumfries.  The  service  is  organised  by  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society,  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committees  or  other  voluntary 
organisations  to  whose  funds  the  County  Council  contribute 
three  quarters  of  the  cost  of  the  service  provided. 

During  the  year  1,325  treatments  were  given. 

8.  Control  of  Communicable  Diseases 

During  the  year  275  notifications  of  communicable  diseases 
were  received.  The  numbers  are  shown  on  the  following  table,  to- 
gether with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  past  nine  years:— 
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9.  Mental  Health 


Children 


Information  as  to  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Child  Guidance 
Centre  is  contained  in  the  School  Health  Report.  Most  children 
admitted  to  the  Department  of  Child  Psychiatry  at  Crichton  Royal 
were  first  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  or  as  out-patients 
to  the  Psychiatric  Clinic  at  Dumfries  Infirmary. 

Three  mentally  deficient  children  were  admitted  to  certi- 
fied institutions  during  the  year. 

Adults 


Two  persons  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  authorised  officers. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  great  majority  of  patients  requir- 
ing hospital  care  were  admitted  on  a voluntary  basis.  The  actual 
arrangements  were  made  by  the  family  doctors  in  most  cases. 

Six  defectives  are  boarded-out  in  Dumfriesshire  and  four 
are  under  guardianship  outwith  the  County.  Thirty-two  mental 
defectives,  whose  ordinary  residence  is  in  Dumfriesshire,  are 
presently  cared  for  in  certified  institutions. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Section  21  — Residential  Accommodation 

The  following  table  shows  the  particulars  of  persons  af- 
forded residential  accommodation  during  the  year:— 


Roarantree  House 

Notwen  House 

Bcnreajr 

M. 

F. 

C. 

M. 

F. 

C. 

M. 

F. 

Number  of  residents  at 

1/1/60  

16 

15 

1 

11 

6 

- 

3 

12 

Number  of  admissions 

3 

7 

7 

13 

9 

4 

- 

3 

Number  of  discharges 

5 

10 

8 

8 

8 

4 

- 

5 

Number  of  residents  at 
31/12/60  ... 

14 

12 

- 

16 

7 

- 

3 

10 

Section  29  — Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped 

BLIND  PERSONS  During  the  year  12  new  cases  of  blindness 
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were  certified.  The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  91  (41  males,  50  females).  The  cases 
may  be  classified  as  follows:— 


At  school  in  Institution  for  the  Blind  ...  4 

Employed  in  Workshops  fortheBlind  ...  2 

Employed  as  Home  Workers  2 

Undergoing  training  for  employment  ...  2 

Accepted  for  training  1 

Not  capable  for  work  19 

Not  available  for  employment  6l 


DEAF  AND  DUMB  The  welfare  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  is  delegated 
to  the  Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbrightshire  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb.  The  County  Council  contributes  to  the  Mission’s  funds 
on  a capitation  basis. 

PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS  One  young  adult  was 
admitted  to  Red  Cross  House,  Largs,  but  did  not  settle  and  took 
his  discharge. 

Arrangements  are  proceeding  to  open  a Cheshire  Home  in 
Dumfriesshire  in  1961. 

Two  patients  benefited  from  the  Area  Welfare  Grant  Scheme 
of  the  Marie  Curie  Memorial  Foundation.  The  Scheme  is  admin- 
istered by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  aims  to  help  patients 
who  suffer  from  cancer. 

Welfare  of  the  Aged 

There  are  four  Old  People’s  Welfare  Organisations  in  the 
County.  They  provide  a visiting  service,  arrange  for  chiropody 
treatments  and  in  one  case,  in  Langholm,  operate  a Meals  on 
Wheels  service. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES 
1.  Nursing  Homes  Registration  (Scotland)  Act. 

There  is  one  registered  nursing  home  in  the  County.  The 
Home  was  inspected  on  several  occasions  during  the  year. 

2.  Health  Education 

A medical  lecturer  from  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education  made  a tour  of  schools  in  the  education  area  and 
addressed  the  pupils  on  a number  of  health  topics. 

Various  lectures  were  given  to  pre-formed  audiences  by 
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members  of  the  Health  Department  staff.  It  is  doubtful  if  these 
meetings  made  much  impact  on  the  audience. 

RELATIVE  COSTS 


The  Secretary  of  State  has  asked  that  reference  be  made 
to  the  relative  cost  of  the  individual  services. 


The  total  expenditure  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Department 
can  be  proportioned  as  follows 


National  Health  Service 

School  Health  Service  

General  Public  Health  Services 
Welfare  Services  


48  per  cent 
20  per  cent 
17  per  cent 
15  per  cent 


When  it  comes  to  the  breakdown  of  the  cost  of  individual  services, 
figures  can  be  produced  which,  while  useful  for  comparison  from 
year  to  year  within  the  Department,  are  quite  valueless  for 
comparison  with  those  produced  elsewhere.  The  distribution  of 
costs  within  each  service  depends  entirely  upon  the  allocation 
made  by  the  individual  medical  officer  of  health  and  is,  for  the 
most  part,  a profitless  exercise.  The  proportion  of  estimated  net 
expenditure  for  1961/62  for  services  provided  underthe  National 
Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  is  as  follows 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Per  cent 
17 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  

16 

Health  Visiting 

...  13 

Home  Nursing  

...  30 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

9 

Prevention,  Care  and  After-care 

6 

Domestic  Help 

4 

Mental  Health  

5 

100 


MILK  SUPPLIES 

1.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

The  total  amount  of  milk  produced  in  the  County  during  the 
year  was  23,395,070  gallons  as  against  21,920,897  gallons  last 
year.  Of  this  amount  99.80%  was  "Tuberculin  Tested”  milk,  and 
although  the  remainder  was  sold  as  "Ordinary”  milk  it  was,  in 
fact,  milk  from  "Tuberculin  Tested”  cows. 

Four  new  dairy  farms  were  registered.  Eleven  dairies,  all 
of  which  were  "Tuberculin  Tested”,  ceased  milk  production 
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during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  producing  dairies  in  the 
County  is  now  818,  seven  less  than  last  year. 


Two  of  the  three  "Ordinary 
Tuberculin  Tested"  leaving  only 
County. 


” dairies  were  upgraded  to 
one  "Ordinary”  dairy  in  the 


There  are  five  dairies  at  which  "Certified”  milk  is  pro- 
duced  and  bottled.  This  is  one  less  than  last  year. 

Bulk  milk  collection  in  Dumfriesshire  was  begun  in  March. 
Since  then  bulk  tank  installations  have  increased  until,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  collections  of  bulk  milk  were  being  made  from 
67  farms  Three  hundred  and  sixty  samples  were  taken  of  milk  in 
bulk  tanks  and  fifty-three  proved  unsatisfactory  bacteriologically 
Of  the  sixty-seven  producers  involved  41  had  no  unsatisfactory 
samples,  15  had  one  failure,  4 had  two  failures,  3 had  three  fail- 
ures  and  4 had  four  or  more  failures. 

In  an  attempt  to  reduce  labour  and  feeding  costs,  a number 
of  farmers  adopted  the  court  system  of  housing  the  dairy  herd  and 
providing  self-feed  silage.  In  each  case  a milking  parlour  has 
been  provided.  The  main  problem  with  such  a system  is  bedding, 
and  just  how  successful  it  will  be  still  remains  to  be  seen.  Milk 
sampling  results  from  the  farms  concerned  have  been  quite  satis- 
factory. 


three  creameries  in  the  County  operated  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

The  unsatisfactory  methods  adopted  for  the  sterilising  of 
road  tankers  are  still  employed,  but  certain  mechanical  plant  for 
this  purpose  is  at  present  under  test,  and,  should  it  prove  suc- 
cessful, will  be  put  into  general  use. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  an  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  affected  the  country,  but  so  far  as  Dumfriesshire  was  con- 
cerned, it  did  not  reach  serious  proportions.  One  dairy  herd  had 
to  be  destroyed  as  compared  with  47  slaughtered  in  the  outbreak 
of  1952. 


1>993  visits  were  made  to  dairy  farms  during  the  year  as 
follows:— 


Routine 

Structural 

Milk  (Spec. 
Des.)  Orders 

Scottish  Millc 
Testing 

Miscellaneous 

<34 

438 

827 

167 

127 

18 


2.  Retail  Milk  Supplies 

The  total  number  of  milk  retailers  in  the  County  is  made  up 
as  follows 


Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  15 

Producer  Retailers  

...  10 

Shops  selling  bottled  milk  only... 

...  23 

Milk  vending  machines  

2 

Whirlcool  milk  dispensers 

6 

All  retailers  hold  appropriate  "Special  Designations" 
licences  except  two  who,  although  they  come  under  the  "Ordin- 
ary" category,  receive  their  milk  supply  from  a "Tuberculin 
Tested"  source.  One  retailer  in  the  County  pasteurises  milk, 
and  three  retailers  from  outwith  the  County  hold  supplementary 
"Pasteurised”  licences  in  respect  of  milk  which  they  sell  within 
the  County. 

Routine  inspections  of  retail  premises  were  mostly  satis- 
factory. In  a few  cases  attention  had  to  be  drawn  to  minor  faults. 

Eighty-eight  samples  of  retail  milk  were  taken  during  the 
year,  and  ten,  or  slightly  over  11  per  cent,  of  these  proved  unsat- 
isfactory. 


3.  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

There  were  12  suppliers  of  school  milk  and  all  of  the 
supplies  were  sampled  during  each  school  term.  Sixty-six  samples 
were  taken  and  of  these  12  proved  unsatisfactory.  Five  of  the 
twelve  suppliers  were  concerned  with  the  unsatisfactory  samples. 

4.  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  Scheme  was  471.  Last  year  the 
figure  was  485.  During  the  winter  months  a special  temperature 
compensated  resazurin  test  was  carried  out  on  all  milk  coming 
into  the  Carnation  Milk  Factory.  As  this  test  was  more  of  an 
experimental  nature  to  pick  out  unsatisfactory  supplies  possibly 
being  masked  by  cold  atmospheric  conditions,  the  unsatisfactory 
results  obtained  from  this  test  have  not  been  included  in  the 
totals. 
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Creamery 

Weekly  Tests 

Platform 

Tests 

Total 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Carnation  Milk  Factory  

90 

16 

ii 

83 

200 

Lockerbie  Creamery 

35 

1 

- 

96 

132 

Sanquhar  Creamery 

- 

- 

- 

98 

98 

Cowhill  Creamery  

4 

- 

- 

3 

7 

Other  Creameries  

2 

1 

- 

31 

34 

Totals 

131 

18 

n 

311 

471 

5.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order,  1934 

Some  farmers  are  purchasing  cans  from  others  who  have 
adopted  bulk  milk  handling,  but  are  not  changing  the  name  and 
address  on  the  cans.  In  addition  to  infringing  the  Order,  this 
practice  causes  considerable  inconvenience  at  the  receiving 
creameries.  After  a check  at  the  receiving  depots,  the  attention 
of  certain  farmers  was  drawn  to  the  improper  marking  of  their 
cans,  and  an  improvement  in  the  position  was  brou  ght  about. 

6.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Orders,  1951-52 

Forty-five  producers’  "Tuberculin  Tested’’  licences  were 
granted  during  the  year.  Of  these,  12  were  new  farmers  taking 
over  farms  where  the  previous  producer  held  a "Tuberculin 
Tested”  licence,  27  were  merely  changes  in  the  name  of  the 
licensed  producer,  2 were  upgraded  to  "Tuberculin  Tested” 
from  "Ordinary”  and  4 were  new  dairies. 

Five  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  milk  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year.  Of  these  5,735  were  of  "Tuberculin 
Tested”  milk  and  28  of  "Certified”  milk.  The  total  number  of 
unsatisfactory  samples  was  1,374  "Tuberculin  Tested”  and  10 
"Certified”. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-three  "Tuberculin  Tested”  producers 
had  a completely  satisfactory  record,  180  had  one  failure,  170 
had  two  failures,  98  had  three  failures,  and  95  had  four  or  more 
failures.  Thirty-eight  "Tuberculin  Tested”  producers  had  three 
consecutive  failures,  and.29  had  four  or  more  consecutive  failures. 

One  "Certified”  producer  had  no  unsatisfactory  samples 
during  the  year,  one  had  one  failure,  two  had  two  failures,  and 
one  had  four  failures.  None  of  the  "Certified”  producers  had 
three  or  more  consecutive  failures. 
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Three  hundred  and  twenty-three  sterility  rinses  of  dairy 
utensils  at  producers’  premises  were  taken,  and  115  of  these 
proved  unsatisfactory.  Twenty-seven  sterility  rinses  were  taken 
of  milk  bottles  being  used  by  retailers,  and  five  proved  unsatis- 
factory. Sixty-seven  swabs  were  taken  to  check  effective  steril- 
ising of  bulk  tanks  by  chemical  means,  and  two  proved  unsatis- 
factory. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  each 
month,  and  the  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory 


Month 

Samples  taken 

Samples  Unsatisfactory 

January 

507 

53 

February 

469 

39 

March 

533 

76 

April 

436 

69 

May 

521 

170 

June 

435 

176 

July 

445 

166 

August 

527 

238 

September 

474 

161 

October 

510 

113 

November 

491 

68 

December 

415 

45 

Totals 

5,763 

1,374 

Sixty-one  producers  were  reported  in  connection  with 
unsatisfactory  milk  samples  and  methods  of  production.  Each 
case  was  considered  by  the  appropriate  committee  of  the  County 
Council  and  the  licences  of  five  producers  were  suspended.  The 
others  received  warnings  that  in  the  event  of  further  unsatisfactory 
samples  being  obtained  or  other  evidence  of  unsatisfactory 
methods  of  production  being  found,  their  licences  would  be  sus- 
pended or  revoked.  This  warning  proved  effective  in  most  cases. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
(a)  Prescribed  Particulars  of  the  Administration  of  the  Act 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

No.  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3 ,4  and 
6 are  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  : 

Langholm  ... 

2 

2 

Lochmaben ...  ...  

7 

19 

Moffat  

. 

Sanquhar  ...  ... 

5 

5 

Annan  

8 

14 

Lockerbie 

3 

3 

Landward  Area 

4 

6 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  : 

Langholm  

28 

37 

Lochmabem  

10 

31 

Moffat  

16 

11 

Sanquhar  ...  

22 

26 

Annan 

37 

57 

Lockerbie - 

33 

37 

Landward  Area 

154 

444 

5 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-  workers' premises)  : 

Langholm  

Locbmaben 

Moffat  ...  

Sanquhar  

... 

... 

Annan  

2 

5 

Lockerbie 

Landward  Area  

13 

40 
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(b)  No.  of  Cases  where  Defects  Found 


No.  of  Cases  where  Defects  Found 


Area 

Panic  ulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

In- 

spector 

By  HJ4_ 
In- 
spector 

Prose- 

cuted. 

Langholm  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences:— 
Insufficient 

i 

... 

... 

i 

. . . 

Sanquhar 

Sanitary  Conveniences:— 
Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

4 

4 

Annan 

Want  of  cleanliness ... 

3 

3 

... 

... 

— 

Lockerbie  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences:— 
Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

6 

6 

Lochmaben ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences:— 
Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

1 

2 

Landward 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

Area 

Sanitary  Conveniences:— 
Insufficient 

4 

3 

i 

Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

9 

7 

Ochei 

1 

1 

...  ...  ...  ... 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  I960. 

1.  List  of  Staff. 


See  beginning  of  this  Report 

2.  Genera!  Statistics. 


Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs.  61,972 

Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries.  27,780 

Number  of  Schools: 

(a)  Primary  Schools  ) under  the  Education 

(b)  Secondary  Schools  ) Authority  90 

(c)  (i)  Special  Schools.  1 

(ii)  Special  Classes  in  ordinary  schools.  2 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  the  Education  Authority  1 

(e)  Nursery  Schools.  2 

(f)  Occupation  Centres.  1 

(g)  Barony  Residential  School.  1 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  14,920 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance.  13,957 


3.  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools. 


HEATING. 


The  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  current  session:— 

LIGHTING.  Artificial  lighting  has  been  improved  in  13 

schools  and  the  provision  of  electric  lighting 
in  the  lavatories  at  one  school. 

Replacement  of  open  fires  with  stoves  at  one 
school  and  the  provision  of  a supplementary 
stove  in  the  medical  room  of  another.  Improved 
heating  in  one  dining  room  and  in  the  cloak- 
room of  one  school. 

Installation  of  an  electric  fan  in  the  home- 
craft room  at  one  school. 

Additional  washhand  basins  were  installed  in 
one  school  and  in  the  sewing  room  of  another. 
Drinking  fountains  were  provided  in  the  cloak- 
rooms of  one  school. 

New  staffrooms  were  provided  in  3 schools  and 
existing  rooms  in  several  schools  were  re- 
furnished. 

PLAYGROUNDS.  Improvements  were  carried  out  at  9 schools. 


VENTILATION. 

CLOAKROOM 

FACILITIES. 


STAFF  ROOMS. 
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Doors  were  fitted  at  the  boys’  shelter  of  one  school, 
4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 


The  usual  programme  of  routine  school  inspections  was 
carried  on  through  the  school  session  except  for  a short  break  in 
the  Easter  term  when  B.C.G.  vaccination  was  given  to  the  usual 
age  group,  and  a further  drive  was  made  to  promote  vaccination 
against  poliomyelitis  (See  Appendices  1 and  2). 

Audiometry 

The  two  school  health  visitors  have  continued  the  testing 
of  hearing  of  children  of  the  six  year  old  age  group.  Special  cases 
referred  by  teachers  or  speech  therapists  and  all  children  who 
were  to  be  presented  for  mental  testing  were  examined  (See  Ap- 
pendix 3)- 

Ophthalmic  Work. 

The  school  medical  officers  continue  to  undertake  the 
usual  refraction  work.  The  ophthalmologist  now  has  two  sessions 
each  month  at  the  County  Buildings  Clinic  in  order  to  deal  with 
the  more  difficult  cases. 

During  the  session,  an  orthoptist  was  appointed  by  the 
Western  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  orthoptist  undertakes  a 
weekly  session  for  school  children  at  the  County  Buildings. 

5.  Findings  at  Medical  Inspection. 

A total  number  of  4091  children  were  medically  examined 
as  routines  in  the  appropriate  age  groups. 

The  figures  and  percentages  below  refer  to  these  children 
only,  except  in  cases  of  mental  and  nervous  conditions  where  the 
figures  are  given  for  the  number  of  mental  tests  carried  out. 

A summary  is  shown  of  the  work  of  the  Child  Guidance 

Centre. 


There  is  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  children  ex- 
amined routinely  in  each  age  group. 

The  number  of  children  seen  at  re-inspections  by  School 
Medical  Officers  shows  no  significant  change.  There  is  a slight 
but  insignificant  increase  in  the  number  of  children  notified  to 
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the  parents  for  uncleanliness. 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nursing  Sisters. 

Regular  visits  are  made  to  schools  in  the  Burgh  of  Dum- 
fries by  the  School  Health  Visitors  and  also  to  Schools  in  the 
County  area  by  the  local  Health  Visitor  or  District  Nursing  Sister. 

Attendance  of  Parents  Percentage  of  Parents  Present. 

Entrants  70.88 

2nd  Age  Group  **  28.58 

3rd  Age  Group  1.39 

4th  Age  Group  — 

Other  systematic  examinations  . _ 22.05 

The  attendance  of  parents  remains  essentially  the  same 
as  in  previous  years.  The  value  of  routine  medical  inspection  is 
much  enhanced  if  a parent  is  present.  It  is  regretted  that  so  few 
parents  attend  when  older  children  are  being  examined. 

Clothing  unsatisfactory 

Boys 1 (0.05%) 

Girls — 

Footgear  unsatisfactory 

Boys  1 (0.05%). 

Girls...  — 

Uncleanliness 
(a)  Head  — dirty 

Boys — 

Girls — 

Head  — verminous 


(b)  Body  — dirty 

Boys 

Girls 


1 (0.05%) 
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Body  — verminous 

B oys  ■ • • •••  . . . » * . • ■ • . . . . « « 

Girls  — 

The  continued  low  level  of  uncleanliness  is  only  one  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  constant  inspections  and  home  visits  car- 
ried out  by  the  nursing  staff. 

Skin 

(a)  Head 


Ringworm 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

1 (0.05%) 
1 (0.05%) 

Impetigo 

Boys  ... 
Girls 

4 (0.20%) 
2 (0.10%) 

Other  Diseases 

...  Boys  ... 
Girls 

4 (0.20%) 
6 (0.30%) 

Body 

Ringworm  ... 

Boys  ... 
Girls 

— 

Impetigo 

Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 

— 

Scabies 

Boys  ... 
Girls 

1 (0.05%) 
1 (0.05%) 

Other  Diseases 

...  Boys  ... 
Girls 

28  (1.40%) 
18  (0.90%) 

The  continued  low  incidence  of  skin  diseases  was  satis- 
factory. 

Nutritional  State 

Slightly  defective  Boys  94  (4.70%) 

Girls  ...  ”’.85  (4.25%) 

Bad  Boys  — 

•••  •••  . ' •••  ••• 


The  number  of  children  noted  as  having  defective  nutri- 
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tional  state  is  significantly  lower  this  year  than  last. 

Mouth  and  Teeth 

Unhealthy  Boys  23  (1.15%) 

Girls  12  (0.60%) 

The  figures  do  not  include  dental  caries  and  do  not  com- 
pare with  the  Dental  Officer’s  assessment  of  these  requiring  den- 
tal treatment. 


Naso-pharynx 
(a)  Nose 


Obstruction  requiring  observation 


Boys 21  (1.05%) 

Girls 19  (0.95%) 


Obstruction  requiring  operation 


Boys 

Girls 


21  (1.05%) 
12  (0.60%) 


Other  conditions  Boys  ... 

Girls ... 


6 (0.30%) 

2 (0.10%) 


(b)  Throat 


Tonsils  requiring  observation 


B°ys ... 

Girls 

Tonsils  requiring  operation 

Boys  ... 
Girls ... 


(c)  Glands 


Requiring  observation 


Boys  ft 
Girls 


Requiring  operation 


Boys  ... 
Girls  ... 


50  (2.50%) 
52  (2.60%) 


28  (1.40%) 
21  (1.05%) 


4 (0.020%) 
3 (0.15%) 
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Eyes 

(a)  External  Diseases 


Blepharitis 

Boys  ... 

...  5 (0.25%) 

Girls  ... 

...  3 (0.15%) 

Corneal  opacities 

Boys  ... 

...  1 (0.05%) 

Girls... 

...  — 

Conjunctivitis  ... 

Boys... 

2 (0.10%) 

Girls... 

4 (0.20%) 

Strabismus  

Boys... 

...  23  (1.15%) 

Girls . . . 

...  28  (1.40%) 

Other  Diseases  ... 

Boys ... 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls ... 

...  1 (0.05%) 

(b)  Visual  Acuity 

Good 

Boys  .. 

1486  (75.81%) 

Girls  ,. 

1159  (71.56%) 

Fair  

Boys  ... 

428  (21.84%) 

Girls  ... 

416  (25.60%) 

Bad  

Boys  ... 

46  (2.35%) 

Girls  ... 

46  (2.84%) 

Recommended  for  refraction 

B°ys  ... 

65  (3.32%) 

Girls 

82  (5.05%) 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  classified  as  "bad" 
and  fewer  children  were  referred  for  refraction.  The  findings  of 
previous  years  that  girls  generally  have  poorer  vision  than  boys 
is  further  confirmed. 

Ears 

(a)  Diseases 


Otorrhoea Boys 

Girls 


5 (0.25%) 
4 (0.20%) 
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Other  diseases 

...  Boys  

Girls 

3 (0.15%) 
3 (0.15%) 

Defective  Hearing 

Grade  1 ...  ...  ... 

...  Boys  

Girls 

- 

Grade  11a  

...  Boys  

Girls  

3 (0.15%) 

Grade  lib  

...  Boys  

Girls  

4 (0.20%) 

Grade  111  

Boys  

Girls  

- 

These  figures  do  not  include  those  of  children  suspected 
of  being  deaf  in  the  course  of  routine  audiometric  testing.  This 
latter  information  is  given  in  Appendix  111. 

Speech 

Defective  articulation 


Boys  7(0.35%) 

Girls  5 (0.25%) 

Stammering 

Boys  3 (0.15%) 

Girls  ;;;  2 (0.10%) 

These  figures  are  an  under-estimate  as  it  may  be  difficult 

for  the  Medical  Officer  to  detect  any  defect,  especially  at  the  in- 
fant entrants’  examination.  That  this  is  so  is  evident  from  com- 
parison with  the  report  from  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  . 

Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions 

During  the  past  year  61  children  were  fully  assessed  as 
compared  with  28  during  the  previous  year.  This  increase  does 
not  presuppose  an  actual  increase  in  the  number  of  mentally 
handicapped  children  in  the  County;  rather  an  increased  recognit- 
ion of  the  value  of  special  forms  of  education. 
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The  work  of  the  child  guidance  centre  is  summarised  in 
the  following  table:— 


cocrinned 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Gizis 

Boys 

Girls 

Psychological 

ft  Educational 

215 

87 

302 

119 

64 

70 

18 

23 

8 

302 

Speech 

171 

69 

240 

58 

21 

91 

42 

23 

3 

240 

Psychiatric 

17 

6 

23 

17 

6 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

23 

Totals 

403 

162 

565 

194 

91 

161 

60 

46 

13 

565 

Circulatory  System 

(a)  Organic  heart  disease 


(1) 

Congenital 

Boys 

Girls 

4(0.20%) 

6(0.30%) 

(2) 

Acquired ... 

Boys 

Girls 

2(0.10%) 

(b) 

Functional  conditions 

Boys 

Girls 

18  (0.90%) 

18  (0.90%) 

(c) 

Anaemia 

Boys 

Girls 

4 (0.20%) 

2(0.10%) 

The  continued  low  incidence  of  rheumatic  carditis  reflects 
the  improved  environmental  conditions  in  the  education  area. 

Lungs 

(a)  Chronic  bronchitis 


Boys 

Girls 

(b)  Suspected  tuberculosis 

Boys 

Girls 


3 (0.15%) 
1 (0.05%) 


1 (0.05%) 


(c)  Other  diseases 
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Boys  26  (1.30%) 

Girls  15  (0.75%) 

The  low  figures  for  chronic  bronchitis  compare  favourably 
with  those  for  school  children  in  industrial  areas.  Whereas  the  in- 
troduction of  the  recent  Clean  Air  Act  may  in  future  years  play  a 
part  in  reducing  the  incidence  in  these  latter  areas,  it  is  unlikely 
to  affect  this  county. 

Deformities 


(a)  Congenital 

Boys  5 (0.25%) 

Girls  5 (0.25%) 

(b)  Acquired  (infantile  paralysis) 

Boys  1 (0.05%) 

Girls  5 (0.25%) 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  rickets) 

Boys  

Girls  - 

(d)  Acquired  (other  causes) 


Boys  12  (0.60%) 

Girls  13  (0.65%) 


It  is  noteworthy  that  there  were  no  notified  cases  of  para- 
lytic poliomyelitis  in  the  County  and  Burgh  of  Dumfries  during  the 
year  1959/60. 


Infectious  Diseases 


For  the  second  consecutive  year  there  were  no  children 
found  to  be  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  at  a routine  ex- 
amination. This  accords  with  the  nation-wide  fall  in  incidence  of 
most  infectious  diseases. 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects 


Boys 

Girls 


16  (0.80%) 
19  (0.95%) 
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This  section  includes  all  conditions  which  do  not  fall  un- 
der any  of  the  previous  headings. 

General  Statement  of  Defects 

There  is  a general  increase  in  the  percentage  of  children 
free  from  defects. 

There  is  a general  decrease  in  the  percentage  of  children 
suffering  from  temporary  ailments,  those  suffering  from  illnesses 
considered  remediable,  and  of  those  considered  irremediable. 

The  health  of  the  school  children  in  the  education  area  con- 
tinues to  improve. 

STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

Table  I 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at 
A Systematic  Examinations 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Entrants 

788 

675 

1463 

2nd  age  group 

692 

711 

1403 

3rd  age  group 

565 

508 

1073 

4th  age  group 

• • • • • • • ••  • • • • • • 

75 

77 

152 

Other  systematic  examinations 
(i.e.  children  missed  at  age 
group  but  subsequently 

2120 

1971 

4091 

examined  systematically)  

74 

63 

137 

B.  Other  Examinations 

(1)  Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits  165 

_ , ••••••••■ 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits  210 

Number  of  special  visits  96 

* •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ' 

(2)  Re-inspections  by  school  medical  officers 

For  defects 2532 

For  uncleanliness  83 

• • •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examinations 
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who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment:  — 

Entrants  71  (4.85%) 

Second  age  group  68  (4.84%) 

Third  age  group  43  (4.01%) 

Fourth  age  group  9 (5.92%) 

191  (4.67%) 

Total  number  notified  for  uncleanliness  14 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nursing  Sisters 

Visits  to  schools  1713 

Number  of  children  seen  14920 

Number  of  re-inspections 78434 

Number  of  home  visits  709 
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Table  V 


AVERAGE  HEIGHTS  AND  VEIGHTS  AT  SCHOOL 
MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

BOYS 


AGE  GROUPS 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  height  (in  inches) 

557 
5 4/12 
42.79 

498 
9 4/12 
51.38 

490 

13  4/12 
56.15 

60 

16  6/12 
67.62 

Number  weighed 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  weight  (in  lbs.) 

567 
5 4/12 
42.93 

529 
9 4/12 
64.30 

66S 

13  4/12 
97.28 

60 

16  6/12 
133.93 

GIRLS 


AGE  GROUPS 

Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  height  (in  inches) 

453 
5 4/12 
43.44 

520 
9 4/12 
51.50 

448 

13  5/12 
62.02 

71 

16  5/12 
63.46 

Number  weighed 
Average  age  (in  years) 
Average  weight  (in  lbs.) 

489 
5 4/12 
41.46 

552 
9 4/12 
63.39 

446 

13  5/12 
102.74 

71 

16  5/12 
127.58 

6.  Medical  Treatment 

A.  ATTENDANCES  FOR  TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AELMENTS:- 
1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  and  minor  injuries,  etc.  •••  1057 


2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  5 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision)  ...  12 

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin 

Ringworm  (scalp) — 

Ringworm  (body) 1 

Scabies  28 

Impetigo  30 

Other  diseases  316 

5.  Pediculosis  27 
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B.  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  STRABISMUS:- 

1.  Number  of  retinoscopies  performed  by  the  School 

Medical  Officers  tii  4^1 

2.  Number  of  children  referred  to  Consulting  Ophthalmologist  187 

3.  Number  of  spectacles  provided  through  the  school  health 

department  403 


Squints  are  treated  by  the  provision  of  glasses,  by  total  or  in- 
termittent occlusion,  and  by  operation. 

Since  June,  I960,  an  orthoptist  pays  a weekly  visit  to  the  County 
Buildings  Clinic. 


7.  School  Dental  Service 

REPORT  BY  CHIEF  DENTAL  OFFICER. 

During  this  school  year  the  pupils  of  33  primary  schools 
and  one  senior  secondary  school  were  inspected. 

Treatment  was  carried  out  at  the  same  number  of  schools. 
Children  of  one  school  who  were  inspected  in  the  year  1958/59 
received  treatment  this  year,  and  in  another  school,  which  was 
inspected  this  year,  treatment  has  not  yet  been  begun. 

The  mobile  dental  clinics  were  used  at  9 primary  schools 
and  3 junior  secondary  schools.  The  semi-portable  equipment 
was  used  at  3 primary  schools,  2 junior  secondary,  and  1 senior 
secondary  school. 

INSPECTION. 

During  routine  inspection  work  by  the  Dental  Officers,  7061 
children  were  inspected  and  5112(72.4%)  were  found  to  have  den- 
tal defects.  Treatment  was  offered  to  4709  children.  The  offer  of 
treatment  to  403  children  was  left  over  until  the  next  school 
session.  At  two  schools  the  treatment  of  878  children  who  have 
been  offered  it,  has  not  yet  been  completed. 

In  the  schools  completed  this  year  3831  children  required 
treatment  and  2267  (59.1%)  accepted.  1517  refused  treatment  and 
47  failed  to  return  their  cards. 

TREATMENT 

During  the  year,  2476  children  were  treated,  of  whom  26  were 
inspected  in  the  year  1958/59. 

The  treatment  of  2476  children  required  4892  attendances 
(approximately  2 attendances  per  patient).  In  all,  3507  permanent 
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teeth  and  755  deciduous  teeth  were  filled,  and  559  permanent 
teeth  and  1912  deciduous  teeth  were  extracted.  Two  patients  had 
extractions  under  general  anaesthesia.  Thirteen  partial  and  2 
full  dentures  were  constructed.  1204  other  operations,  including 
scalings,  dressings  and  polishing  fillings,  numbered  1204. 

Special  or  emergency  cases  seen  outside  the  routine  treat- 
ments numbered  61,  which  involved  99  attendances,  34  fillings,  51 
extractions  and  82  other  operations. 

ORTHODONTICS 

Orthodontic  treatment  during  the  year  was  begun  in  135  new 
cases,  27  of  whom  had  appliances  fitted.  Another  18  cases  who 
had  appliances  fitted  in  1958/59  were  also  treated. 

The  remainder  of  the  108  new  cases  were  treated  by  extrac- 
tion only  to  relieve  crowded  arches.  Extractions  for  orthodontic 
purposes  numbered  67  permanent  and  150  deciduous  teeth. 

SESSIONS 

Ninety-two  half-day  sessions  were  devoted  to  school  in- 
spections , The  average  number  of  children  inspected  each  day 
was  150. 

Treatment  sessions  numbered  1020  with  an  average  of  9.6 
patients  treated  each  day. 

The  number  of  sessions  spent  on  clerical  work  after  inspec- 
tions, emergency  treatment  sessions,  orthodontic  work  and  in 
general  administration,  was  277.  Thirty-two  sessions  were  lost 
through  absence  due  to  illness. 

SCOPE  OF  TREATMENT 

In  the  systematic  treatment  given  at  schools,  each  patient 
received  an  average  of  1.72  fillings,  1 extraction  and  0.49  other 
operations.  On  average,  each  dental  officer  did  8.4  fillings,  4.8 
extractions  and  2.4  other  operations  every  day. 
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Systematic 

Special 

examinations 

cases 

1.  Number  of  children  inspected 

Age  4 years 

26 

3 

29 

5 " 

670 

2 

672 

6 " 

757 

2 

759 

7 " 

717 

4 

721 

8 " 

721 

10 

731 

9 " 

819 

9 

828 

10  ” 

784 

6 

790 

11  " 

739 

6 

745 

12  " 

664 

4 

668 

13  " 

602 

5 

607 

14  " 

469 

8 

477 

15  M 

86 

1 

87 

16  " 

7 

1 

8 

Totals 

7061 

61 

7122 

2.  Found  to  require  treatment 

5112 

61 

5173 

2. a Offered  Treatment 

4709 

61 

4770 

3.  Actually  treated  by  the  School 

Dental  Officer 

2476 

61 

2537 

4.  No.  of  attendances  made  for 

treatment 

4892 

99 

4991 

5.  Fillings:  — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

3507 

26 

3533 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

755 

8 

763 

6.  Extractions 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

559 

22 

581 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

1912 

29 

1941 

7.  Administration  of  general 

anaesthetic 

— 

2 

2 

7a.  Dentures  (a)  Partial 

— 

— 

13 

(b)  Full 

- 

— 

2 

8.  Other  operations 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

1173 

82 

1255 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

31 

- 

31 

9.  Half-davs  devoted  to 

Inspection 

92 

— 

92 

Treatment 

1020 

— 

1020 

Clerical  Work 

277 

— 

277 

10.  Number  of  children  refusing 

treatment 

1521 

— 

1521 

11.  Number  of  forms  not  rerurned 

47 

- 

47 
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ORTHODONTIC  REPORT 

Number  of  cases  continued  from  previous  year 

New  cases  ... 

Cases  completed  

Cases  discontinued  

Cases  continuing  at  the  end  of  year  

Attendances  for  treatment 

Cases  dealt  with  by  _ i(-  

(a)  school  dental  officer  

(b)  regional  hospital  board  orthodontist 

Number  of  diagnostic  examinations 
(not  followed  by  treatment) 

Number  of  cases  treated 

(a)  without  appliances  

(b)  with  removable  appliances  

(c)  with  fixed  appliances  

Number  of  extractions  (non  carious) 

(1)  Permanent  teeth  

(2)  Deciduous  teeth  

Intra-oral  

X-rays  _ Number  of  exposures  _ Extra-oral  


18 

135 

131 

9 

13 

212 

153 


108 

43 

2 


67 

150 

2 


8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes 

There  is  one  special  school  in  the  County  for  educationall 
subnormal  children  at  Catherinefield,  near  Dumfries,  and  a specie 
class  for  the  same  type  of  child  at  Annan  Academy  and  at  Lockei 
bie  Academy. 

There  are  two  occupation  centres  for  children  who  are  cor 
sidered  to  be  ineducable  but  trainable.  One  is  in  Dumfries  an 
is  managed  by  the  Education  Authority;  the  other  is  in  Sanquhs 
and  run  by  the  local  Association  of  Parents  of  Handicapped  Chile 
ren. 


Handicapped  children  receive  their  education  as  follows: 
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(a)  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN. 
(1)  At  residential  schools:— 


East  Park  Home,  Largs  2 

Westerlea  School  for  Spastics,  Edinburgh  ...  1 

Trefoil  School  for  Cripples,  Midlothian  2 

Coltness  House,  Wishaw 1 

Sedgwick  House,  Kendal  1 


(2)  At  ordinary  schools:— 

All  other  physically  handicapped  children 
attend  the  ordinary  schools  where  possible, 
and  special  transport  arrangements  are  made 
if  necessary. 

Homebound  children  receive  home  tuition. 

(b)  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Royal  Blind  School,  Edinburgh  6 

St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow  1 

Partially  sighted  children  attend  the  ordinary  schools 
and  are  given  a favourable  position  in  the  classroom. 

(c)  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf  1 

St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow  1 

Donaldson’s  School,  Edinburgh  5 

St.  Giles’  Hard  of  Hearing  School,  Edinburgh  ..  1 

Children  with  a lesser  degree  of  deafness  are,  in  suitable 
cases,  fitted  with  a hearing  aid  and  attend  the  ordinary 
schools.  All  children  with  impaired  hearing  are  given  a 
suitable  position  in  the  classroom.  By  arrangement,  some 
young  deaf  children  attend  the  teacher  of  the  deaf  employed 
by  Carlisle  Corporation. 

(d)  MENTALLY  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

Children  with  an  intelligence  quotient  of  approximately 
50-70  attend  one  of  the  special  schools  or  classes  if  this  is 
practicable. 

The  number  on  the  roll  of  Catherinefield  School  is  49, 
of  which  3 are  pupils  from  the  Stewartry. 
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The  number  on  the  roll  of  the  Annan  Class  is  14,  and 
of  the  Lockerbie  Class  is  12. 

Other  educationally  subnormal  children  attend  the  ordin- 
ary schools,  where,  in  some  cases,  there  is  provision  for 
the  dull  and  backward  child. 

The  number  on  the  roll  of  Dumfries  Occupation  Centre 
is  12,  and  on  that  of  the  Sanquhar  Centre  is  10. 

(e)  MALADJUSTED  CHILDREN 

Four  boys  are  in  residence  at  Naemoor  School,  Rumbling 
Bridge. 

One  boy  was  for  a period  of  time  in  residence  at  NerSton 
Child  Guidance  Centre,  near  Glasgow 


Appendix  1 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

Number  of  children  who  received  two  inoculations  during 


the  year  , 1754 

Number  of  children  who  received  one  inoculation  by 

31/7/60  114 


Number  of  chi  Hren  who  received  a third  inoculation 4068 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 


County  Health  Office, 
County  Buildings, 
Dumfries. 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Dumfries. 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  this  Department  during  the  year  I960. 

In  doing  so,  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  and  appreciation 
to  the  members  of  the  County  Council  for  their  interest,  and  to 
the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  collaboration  and  support. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  S.  DERRY. 

County  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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STAFF,  1960. 


County  Sanitary  I nspector. 

JOHN  S.  BERRY,  M.R.S.H. 

Depute  County  Sanitary  Inspector 

WILLIAM  HYSLOP,  M.R.S.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

JAMES  MAIR,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  A ssoc.  Scot. 

WILLIAM  MOLLISON,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  A ssoc.  Scot. 

IAN  TAIT,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot.  (Resigned  15.5.60) 
ROBERT  MARCHBANK,  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 
WALLACE  LOCKEP.BIE,  M.R.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

JOHN  ADAM,  Cer.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot.  (Appointed  22.6.60) 


Meat  Detention  Officer 

WILLIAM  G.  McGINILY,  Det.  Off.  Cert.  Roy.  San.  Assoc.  Scot. 

Pest  Control  Officer 

JAMES  KIRKPATRICK 

Slaughterhouse  Superintendent 

JOHN  FINGLAND 

Office  Staff 


Mrs.  H.  STEELE,  Clerkess. 
CHRISSIE  MURRAY,  Typist. 
Mrs.  J.  SCOTT,  Typist. 
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GENERAL. 


PUBLIC  SERVICES. 

Mr.  Fletcher,  the  County  Engineer,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  concerning  water  supply,  drainage  and 
refuse  disposal. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  I960  approximately  32  miles  of  new  mains 
have  been  laid.  Two  hundred  and  four  new  connections  were 
made  in  the  year,  3 industrial,  61  agricultural  and  140  for  do- 
mestic use.  Work  on  a large  storage  tank  has  reached  the  half- 
way stage,  and  a smaller  one  completed  except  for  the  roof 
which  had  to  be  left  meantime  because  of  the  outbreak  of  Foot 
and  Mouth  Disease  in  the  County.  Work  on  the  building  of  an 
extension  to  Sandyford  Filter  Station  is  well  advanced.  The 
Black  Esk  Reservoir  scheme  is  proceeding,  together’  with  the 
Mid  Annandale  Extension. 

Work  has  been  started  on  the  reconstruction  and  roofing 
of  Douglas  Tanks  which  will  serve  the  Gretna  area.  Repair 
work  was  carried  out  on  the  walkway  at  Winterhope  Reservoir 
and  on  the  walls  of  the  Clear  Water  Tanks  in  preparation  for 
the  roofing  of  these  tanks. 

DRAINAGE. 

Sixty  new  connections  were  made  during  the  year  to  the 
Council  Sewers.  A drainage  scheme  to  serve  12  houses  at  Can- 
onbie,  and  a scheme  to  serve  50  houses  at  Greenlea,  Collin, 
have  been  completed.  Further  schemes  at  Kirkton  to  serve  14 
houses,  and  at  Cample  to  serve  15  houses,  are  well  advanced. 

Reconstruction  and  extension  of  the  Sewage  Works  at  Dal- 
scone  has  oeen  almost  completed. 

The  Council  have  agreed  to  proceed  with  a scheme  for  com- 
posting the  refuse  and  sewage  sludge  from  the  Landward  Area 
and  the  Burghs  of  Lochmaben,  Lockerbie  and  Langholm. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  scavenging  service  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year  and  a new  "F ore-and-Aft”  Tipping  vehicle  was  brought 
into  service  in  the  Lower  Annandale  Area. 

HOUSING 

The  introduction  of  speculative  house  building  by  a private 
firm  and  the  provision  of  new  houses  by  the  Atomic  Energy 
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Authority  to  house  their  own  workers,  both  of  these  projects  on 
a fairly  large  scale,  are  among  the  outstanding  housing  topics 
to  be  reviewed  in  this  annual  report.  This  contribution,  together 
with  the  provision  of  new  houses  by  the  County  Council  for 
general  needs,  the  new  houses  erected  by  private  persons  and 
reconstruction  of  existing  dwellings  with  discretionary  grant  aid 
has  resulted  in  273  new  houses,  or  houses  similar  to  new  houses 
in  all  respects,  being  made  available  this  year  for  the  first  time. 

Speculative  house  building  has  never  been  carried  out  in 
the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  before  to  such  an  extent  as  the 
present  scheme,  the  plans  for  which  were  approved  in  1959.  The 
area  selected  is  part  of  the  site  of  the  Dumfries  Airfield  and  is 
ideally  suited  for  such  a purpose.  The  site  in  its  present  deve- 
lopment will  accommodate  281  dwellings,  ranging  from  semi- 
detached houses  to  bungalow  type  dwellings  to  suit  differing 
family  needs.  By  the  end  of  the  year  21  houses  were  completed, 
sold  and  occupied  for  the  first  time.  If  this  progress  can  be  main- 
tained then  a worthwhile  contribution  to  the  County  housing  needs 
will  have  been  made.  I 

Tith  the  development  of  the  Atomic  Energy  Establishment 
at  Chapelcross,a  further  44  houses  were  provided  for  the  workers 
to  be  employed  there.  There  houses  were  erected  by  the  Scottish 
Special  Housing  Association. 

The  Local  Authority  continues  to  be  the  principal  provider 
of  new  housing  accommodation  and  although  the  programme  for 
the  year  under  review  is  pernaps  not  quite  so  comprehensive  as 
in  previous  years,  it  is  in  accord  with  the  policy  framed  in  the 
proposed  programme  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
three  year  period  ending  31st  December,  1961.  Sixty-six  houses 
were  built  and  occupied  for  the  first  time  in  I960.  Details  of 
these  are  shown  in  the  Housing  Tables  which  follow. 

Salvaging  of  existing  housing  accommodation  is  proving  to 
be  a slow  undertaking,  due  principally  to  the  difficulty  in  acquir- 
ing some  of  these  old  properties  with  absent  landlords  or  com- 
plicated and  often  defunct  trustee  ownerships.  Progress  has, 
however,  been  made  with  regard  to  one  development  of  6 houses 
which  were  considered  to  be  unsatisfactory.  These  dwellings  had 
been  prescribed  as  of  architectural  interest  under  the  Planning 
Acts  and  were  held  by  a complicated  Trust.  It  was  only  after  the 
making  of  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  that  the  Local  Authority 
gained  control.  This  has  allowed  of  redevelopment  works  pro- 
ceeding at  the  six  houses,  and  in  addition,  has  released  other 
properties  which  can  be  privately  developed  as  well  as  some 
land  which  will  allow  better  planning  of  the  village  centre.  By 
this  method  of  acquisition  the  whole  of  this  village  will  be  re- 
suscitated. 


Other  houses  acquired  by  the  Local  Authorin'  for  recon- 
struction are  shown  in  the  section  of  this  report  which  deals 
with  improvements  to  existing  dwellinghouses. 

Negotiations  are  still  proceeding  with  the  National  Coal 
Board  and  the  British  Transport  Commission  to  resolve  some  of 
the  housing  difficulties  revealed  by  a Survey  made  in  1959  of 
the  houses  owned  or  controlled  by  these  Authorities. 

The  National  Coal  Board  have  agreed  to  carry  out  an  ex- 
tensive repair  and  maintenance  scheme  on  94  two-apartment 
houses  in  the  mining  district  of  the  County,  where  it  is  felt  that 
a need  for  such  houses  exists.  When  this  scheme  has  been  com- 
pleted, further  discussions  are  to  take  place  in  an  endeavour  to 
resolve  the  future  of  the  remaining  Coal  Board  houses  in  this 
Area.  During  these  discussions  it  was  decided  to  demolish  vol- 
untarily 33  houses  which  were  in  such  an  unsatisfactory  state 
as  to  be  incapable  of  reconstruction  or  repair.  This  work  has  now 
been  completed  and  the  site  cleared. 

Progress  with  the  British  Transport  Commission  negotiations 
has  also  been  maintained  and  plans  have  been  submitted  and 
approved  under  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws  relative  to  the 
complete  reconstruction  of  5 houses  and  the  provision  of  2 new 
houses  in  the  Landward  Area.  The  resolution  of  the  British 
Transport  Commission  housing  problem  is  so  closely  allied  to 
the  modernisation  scheme  for  Railways  that  it  maybe  some  time 
before  final  estimates  can  be  made  of  the  Commission’s  housing 
requirements  and  their  present  housing  accommodation.  A pre- 
liminary list  of  essential  and  non-essential  houses  has  been 
submitted  by  the  Commission  to  the  County  Council  for  consider- 
ation and  this  document  will  prove  useful  when  deciding  future 
housing  needs  in  the  County. 

The  survey  suggested  in  my  report  of  last  year  of  the  houses 
owned  or  controlled  by  the  larger  estates  has  not  been  under- 
taken owing  to  the  limited  progress  made  on  other  projects  re- 
vealed by  the  last  survey  and  also  because  of  other  demands  made 
on  the  Staff’s  time  by  new  legislation.  It  is,  however,  antici- 
pated that  this  survey  will  be  started  in  1961. 
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NEF  HOUSES. 


Total  number  of  houses  erected,  and  occupied  for  the  first 
time,  in  I960  

These  comprised:  — 


Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority 

Houses  erected  by  Government  Departments 
and  Boards 


Houses  erected  by  the  Scottish  Special 
Housing  Association  ... 

Houses  erected  by  Private 
speculative  building)  ... 


Persons  (including 


66 

1 

44 

63 


Details  of  these  houses  are  given  in  the  following  tables:— 


HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

Traditional 

Canonbie  ... 
Ecclefechan 
Eaglesfield 

Gretna 

Harelaw  ... 
Locharbriggs 

4 

2 

6 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

12 

11 

2 

4 

1 

10 

2 

3 

22 

11 

17 

Totals  ... 

12 

9 

38 

7 

66 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BOARDS 


1 

Department 

Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

Forestry 

Commission 

Traditional 

Ae  Village 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  THE  SCOTTISH  SPECIAL  HOUSING  ASSOCL3TION 
FOR  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM  ATOMIC  ENERGY  AUTHORITY 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

Traditional 

Annan 

- 

7 

29 

8 

44 
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HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  PRIVATE  PERSONS  WITH  ASSISTANCE  UNDER  THE 
HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950  and  1952. 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

(Parish) 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apes. 

5 apts. 

6 apts. 

Traditional 

Caerlaverock 



1 

2 

_ 

_ 

3 

Domock  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Dryfesdale.. 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Dumfries  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Durisdeer  ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Keir 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Middlebie  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ruthwell  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tinwald 

- 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Totals  ... 

- 

4 

9 

- 

— 

13 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  PRIVATE  PERSONS  WITH  ASSISTANCE  UNDER  THE 
HILL  FARMING  ACT  AND  LIVESTOCK  REARING  ACT. 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

(Parish) 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts 

5 apts 

6 apts. 

7 apts. 

Traditional 

Eskdalemuir  ... 
Hutton  & 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Corrie 

- 

i 

- 

- 

i 

2 

Total  

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

i 

3 

HOUSES  ERECTED  BY  PRIVATE  PERSONS  WITHOUT  ASSISTANCE 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No. 

of  Houses  of 

— 

Total 

(Parish) 

2 apts. 

3 apts. 

4 apts. 

5 apts. 

6 apts. 

Traditional 

Annan  

1 

2 

- 

3 

Caerlaverock 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

i 

Canonbie  

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

i 

Closeburn  

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

i 

Cummertrees 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

i 

Dumfries  

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

€ 

Dunscore  

_ 

_ 

2 

_ 

_ 

» 

Middlebie  

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

1 

Morton  

_ 

1 

1 

3 

_ 

5 

Mouswald  

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Traditional 

Dumfries  . . .. 

_ 

6 

15 

21 

(Speculative 

Building) 

Wooden 

Caerlaverock 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

(Cedar) 

Aluminiurr 

Kirkpatrick- 
Fleming 

1 

1 

Mouswald  

1 



_ 

_ 

1 

■Prefab". 

Combined 

Dumfries 

,, 

1 

1 

2 

House  and 
Shop 

Total  

- 

15 

24 

*T 

1 

47 
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HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950  AND  1952. 
HOUSING  AND  HOUSE  PURCHASE  ACT,  1959. 


IMPROVEMENTS  TO  EXISTING  DWELLINGHOUSES  WITH 
GRANTS. 

Grants  were  promised  during  the  year  by  the  Council  for 
the  improvement  of  131  dwellings  and  in  the  same  period  grants 
ere  paid  in  respect  of  123  improved  houses. 

Of  the  131  grants  promised,  81  were  "discretionary  grants"  and  50 
were  "Standard  Grants,"  and  of  the  grants  paid  99  were  "discretionary 
grants"  and  24  were  "Standard  Grants". 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  these  two  forms  of  assistance 
to  people  wishing  to  improve  their  housing  conditions  make  quite 
a substantial  contribution  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  County. 
Ihe  majority  of  such  reconstructions  are  undertaken  by  private 
individuals  who  are  owner/occupiers.  Houses  are  seldom  im- 
proved for  letting  except  by  Estates  and  farmers  and  then  only 
for  essential  workers.  From  these  facts  it  is  obvious  that  the 
principles  underlying  the  provision  of  these  grants  are  being 
implemented  in  that  good  class  living  accommodation  is  being 
provided  by  utilising  existing  dwellinghouses. 

In  addition,  the  Council  carried  out  reconstruction  works 
at  two  properties  acquired  and  have  proposals  in  hand  for  further 
reconstructions  as  follows. 

Reconstructions  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority:- 

House  at  Collin  Village  — Completed  I960. 

House  at  Closeburn  Village  - Completed  I960. 

Reconstructions  in  progress: — 

Two  houses  at  Kirkconnel. 

Acquired  for  reconstruction:  — 

Railway  houses  at  Closeburn  Village. 

Houses  at  Kirkton  Village. 

Proposed  to  be  acquired:  — 

Several  Railway  houses  surplus  to  requirements. 
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HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Section  9 reports  on  Unfit  Houses  29 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served  ...  13 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  served...  ...  8 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ..  ...  5 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  recalled  ...  8 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  houses  closed...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  closed  houses  made  fit  ...  8 


These  figures  indicate  the  statutory  obligations  of  a housing 
authority,  but  many  visits  are  paid  in  the  interests  of  good  hus- 
bandry, and  in  this  connection  338  visits  were  made  to  the 
houses  of  people  selected  for  the  tenancy  of  Council  houses 
in  order  to  assess  what  action,  if  any,  would  be  necessary' under 
the  Housing  Acts  when  the  house  was  vacated,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  ensure  that  no  transference  of  household  pests  takes 
place.  The  same  protection  was  afforded  to  the  incoming  tenant 
of  the  Council  house,  and  an  opportunity  of  thorough  inspection 
of  the  vacated  Council  house  was  taken  in  the  case  of  relet 
dwellings. 

HOUSING  (REPAIR  AND  RENTS)  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1954,  AND 
THE  RENT  ACT,  1957. 

The  fifteen  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  in  1957  con- 
tinue in  operation.  No  further  application  has  been  received 
under  the  above  Acts. 

BUILDING  BYELAWS. 


Five  hundred  and  two  plans  were  submitted  for  approval 
under  the  Council’s  Building  Byelaws  during  I960. 

Nature  of  Proposed  Work.  Number. 

New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  Factories  ...  10 

Alterations  to  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and 

Factories)  24 

New  Factories  10 

Alterations  and  Additions  to  existing  Factories 10 

New  Shops 2 

Alterations  and  Additions  to  existing  Shops 4 

Carry  forward  ...  60 
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Brought  forward  ... 

New  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  dairy  premises) 
Alterations  to  Farm  Buildings  (Excluding  Dairy  Premise 
New  Pigsties,  kennels,  sheds,  poultry  houses,  etc.  ... 

New  Dairy  Premises  

Alterations  and  Additions  to  Dairy  Premises 

New  Private  Garages 

Alterations  to  Private  Garages 

Public  Garages  ...  

New  Permanent  Houses  - Private  Enterprise 

Alterations  and  Additions  to  existing  Dwellinghouses... 
Conversion  of  Houses  to  Other  Premises  ... 

Conversion  of  Premises  to  Dwellinghouses 

New  Halls  and  Public  Buildings 

Alterations  to  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ... 

Porches,  Greenhouses,  etc.  

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds  

Shelters  

Others 


s) 


60 

23 

6 

20 

21 

18 

44 

1 

5 

54 

194 

7 
1 
3 
5 
5 

8 
7 

20 


Total 


...  502 


Year 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Number  of  proposals 
concerned  with 
dwe  Llinghouses 

305 

363 

307 

255 

258 

359 

249 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  proposals  dealing  with 
dwellinghouses  is  considerably  reduced  from  last  year’s  total 
and  this  could  indicate  that  the  raising  of  the  general  standard 
of  housing  by  reconstruction, ana  by  the  provision  of  new  houses 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  private  enterprise,  is  reducing  the 
need  for  such  accommodation.  This,  of  course,  does  not  mean 
that  the  problem  is  solved,  as  there  are  still  quite  a number  of 
sub-standard  dwellings  in  occupation. 

All  plans  in  respect  of  County  Council  building  projects, 
including  houses  and  schools,  were  submitted  to  this  Department 
for  approval. 

PROVISION  OF  SANITARY  FACILITIES  IN  DWELLINGHOUSES. 

There  is  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  dwellinghouses 
provided  with  sanitary  facilities  from  last  year’s  figure,  and  I 
find  it  difficult  to  explain  this.  It  was  anticipated  with  the  in- 
troduction of  "Standard  Grant*  that  a greater  number  of  owner/ 


56 


occupiers  would  avail  themselves  of  this  grant  to  effect  improve- 
ments to  their  dwellinghouses  when,  in  fact,  only  50  have  done 
so  in  the  first  full  year  of  the  grant  being  available.  Last  year 
I commented  on  the  small  amount  of  grant  available  for  the  in- 
stallation of  sanitary  fittings  (£70)  with  no  additional  sum  avail- 
able fa  drainage  works.  In  rural  areas  the  provision  of  drainage 
facilities  with  disposal  by  means  of  septic  tank  and  outfall 
drain  can  be  quite  costly  and  I would  urge  that  consideration  be 
given  to  an  increase  of  grant  where  such  a drainage  system  has 
to  be  provided. 


The  summarised  statement  given  below  indicates  the  pro- 
gress made  in  this  direction  during  I960. 


Number  of  houses  provided  with  full  range  of  sanitary 
fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ._ 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.s  and  sinks  only 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.s  only  

Number  of  houses  provided  with  sinks  only  

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.  and  bath 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  baths  only  

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.  and  wash-hand 
basin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Total  number  of  houses  provided  with  improved  sanitary 
fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . ...  ...  ...  ... 


155 


Number  of  houses  provided  with  new  or  improved 

drainage 133 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  an  indoor  water  supply.  60 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  new  septic  tanks 57 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  routine  sampling  of  the  various  public  water  supplies 
was  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review  to  a pattern  agreed 
with  the  County  Engineer  to  ensure  that  all  water  delivered  for 
consumption  was  fit  and  wholesome.  Samples  are  drawn  from 
selected  areas  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemi- 
cal analyses  and  to  the  Area  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  amount  of  work  carried 
out  in  this  connection  during  the  year:— 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  public  supplies  ...  102 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  supplies  ..  5 

Carried  forward  ...  107 
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Brought  forward  ...  107 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  proposed 

new  private  supplies  10 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  following  complaints 

(private  supplies) 7 

Total  124 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  six  visits  were  made  on  receipt  of 
applications  for  connection  to  the  Council’s  water  main.  The 
purpose  of  these  visits  is  to  ensure  that  the  fittings  to  be  supp- 
lied are  suitable,  and  also  that  the  drainage  arrangements  for 
dealing  with  the  waste  water  therefrom  are  adequate. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  practice  of  applying  smoke  tests  to  all  new  drainage 
and  plumbing  work  continues  and  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  such 
tests  were  made  during  I960. 

Twenty-seven  plans  were  prepared  for  the  guidance  of  pro- 
moters of  building  works  and  architects. 

Drainage  in  a rural  district  will  always  present  problems  in 
spite  of  the  formation  of  new  drainage  districts  to  serve  the 
small  communities.  In  order  to  ensure  a satisfactory  installation 
great  care  must  be  exercised  to  prevent  a public  health  nuisance 
occurring  and  at  the  same  time  allow  other  interests  to  be  con- 
sidered. To  this  end  forty-five  intimations  were  made  during 
the  year  to  the  Solway  River  Purification  Board  of  new  or  altered 
discharges  from  individual  drainage  systems.  In  this  way  the 
River  Board’s  interests  are  protected  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  any  work. 

Where  drainage  from  a building  has  to  be  connected  to  the 
public  sewer  the  formal  application  for  this  connection  is  passed 
to  this  Department  for  any  observations.  In  this  way  modernisa- 
tion of  unsatisfactory  systems  can  be  achieved  and  new  systems 
can  then  only  be  installed  under  supervision.  Sixty  visits  were 
made  during  the  year  on  receipt  of  the  applications  for  such  con- 
nection. 

The  following  table  details  the  drainage  works  carried  out 
at  the  various  types  of  properties. 

Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  new  or 

improved  drainage  133 

Number  of  existing  shops  provided  with  new  or 

improved  drainage  1 

Carried  forward  134 
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Brought  forward  ...  134 

Number  of  existing  factories  provided  with  new  or 

improved  drainage  •••  •••  •••  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  public  buildings  provided  with  new  or 

improved  drainage  4 

Total  ...  140 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

One  hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  all  meat  slaughtered  in 
the  County  has  been  maintained  and  this  achievement  is  due  in 
great  measure  to  the  enthusiasm  and  energy  of  the  Staff  em- 
ployed in  this  work. 

Because  of  the  widespread  location  of  the  seven  slaughter- 
houses where  meat  inspection  duties  have  to  be  carried  out,  a 
considerable  part  of  the  time  of  the  Meat  Detention  Officers  is 
taken  up  in  travelling.  In  addition  to  the  loss  of  this  time  con- 
sideration has  to  be  given  to  the  Meat  Industry  to  accommodate 
unusual  hours  of  slaughter  to  meet  transport  and  market  demands, 
and  in  order  to  do  so,  the  Meat  Detention  Officers  have  to  work 
unusual  and  sometimes  extended  hours  to  satisfy  everyone. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  this  year  continues  at 
a high  level  although  there  is  a decrease  from  last  year’s  figures. 

The  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  the  central  area 
of  Scotland  resulted  in  a temporary  increase  in  the  slaughter  of 
animals  in  the  County  Slaughterhouses  owing  to  the  closure  of 
some  of  the  large  slaughtering  centres  for  disinfection.  One  of 
the  slaughterhouses  in  the  County  was  also  closed  for  disinfect- 
ion by  reason  of  contact  animals  having  passed  through  and 
this  meant  on  two  occasions  the  Inspecting  Staff  working  into 
the  early  morning  so  that  all  the  animals  in  lairage  could  be 
slaughtered  to  allow  cleansing  of  the  premises. 

On  Christmas  Eve  an  outbreak  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 
was  notified  in  the  County  Area  and  again  the  inspection  of  meat 
for  human  consumption  was  disrupted  owing  to  restriction  of 
movements  on  personnel,  and  during  this  period  all  the  qualified 
members  of  the  Staff  worked  long  and  unusual  hours  to  maintain 
100%  meat  inspection  and  at  the  same  time  allow  other  duties 
to  be  carried  out. 

During  the  period  of  restriction  a number  of  store  pigs  ready 
for  slaughter  were  housed  within  the  Infected  Area  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  slaughter  these  animals  on  the  farm  premises 
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and  so  effect  their  removal  from  the  Infected  Area  as  carcase 
meat.  In  order  to  achieve  this,  pre-inspection  of  the  premises 
where  slaughter  had  to  be  carried  out  was  made  and  a veterinary 
ante-mortem  inspection  of  the  animals  was  carried  out  at  the 
same  time.  The  slaughter  of  the  animals  was  supervised  by 
this  Department  and  the  carcases  accompanied  to  the  manufac- 
turing premises  where  inspection  of  the  carcase  meat  was  made 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  (Scotland). 


In  the  County  (excluding  the  large  Burgh  of  Dumfries)  the 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  was 
333,043  comprised  as  follows:— 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


2,758 
•••  30,776 

...  274,387 
...  25,122 


The  following  tables  show  the  various  classes  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  seven  slaughterhouses  and  the  number  of  car- 
case wholly  or  partially  condemned  on  account  of  disease  or 
injury.  Separate  tables  show  the  reason  for  the  condemnations:  — 


60 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS. 
Thornhill. 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  in  lbs 
of  condemned 
offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  .. 

551 

26 

24 

15,101 

2,308 

Sheep  .. 

17,715 

152 

46 

5,828 

2,984 

Pigs  .. 

104 

1 

3 

127 

61 

Calves.. 

3,622 

25 

2 

1,444 

391 

Totals.. 

21,992 

204 

75 

22,500 

5.744 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:- 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered  

14 

19 

1 

21 

Septic  Metritis  ... 

1 

1 



Septic  Pneumonia  ... 

2 

_ 



Septic  Pericarditis... 
Septic  Nephritis  & 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Peritonitis  

1 



2 

Emaciation 

2 

122 

Johnes  Disease  with 
Emaciation 

1 

Arthritis 



2 

39 

Bruising  ...  

2 

_ 

_ 



18 

7 

3 

2 

Abscess  

Oedema 

2 

11 

- 

1 

2 

Immature 

Uraemia 

— 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  

26 

153 

1 

25 

24 

46 

3 

2 
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Annan. 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

582 

2 

6 

1,149 

1,380 

Sheep  ... 

6,170 

30 

12 

1,292 

784 

Pigs  ... 

166 

2 

5 

157 

82 

Calves  ... 

9,902 

49 

2 

2,254 

851 

Totals. 

16,820 

83 

25 

4,852 

3,097 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:— 


Disease 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Condition 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Prgs 

Calves 

Fevered 

1 

21 

1 

40 

Septic  Metritis  ... 

— 

2 

Septic  Pneumonia 

- 

1 

1 



Septic  Nephritis  &: 
Peritonitis 

1 

Emaciation 

_ 

6 



Arthritis  

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

i 

5 

2 

Bruising  

- 

- 

- 

— 

5 

5 

3 

1 

Pleurisy  

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

i 

Abscess  ...  . 

— 

_ 

_ 

2 

Oedema  

- 

— 

_ 

3 

Immature  

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

30 

2 

49 

6 

12 

2 

Cysticercus  Bovrs  — 1 passed  after  refrigeration. 
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Lockerbie. 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

77 

Weight  in  ibs.l 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

of  condemned  ' 
Offal. 

Cattle.. 

1,510 

5 

ii 

2.541 

3,26S 

Sheep  * 

127,257 

186 

144 

5,082 

5,825 

Pigs  .. 

738 

3 

6 

392 

298 

Calves. 

17,072 

64 

2 

2,219 

S24 

Totals. 

146,577 

258 

163 

11,134 

10,215 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:- 


Disease 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

or 

Condition 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered  ... 

1 

33 

35 

_ 

Septic  Pneumo- 
nia ... 

5 

2 

Septic 

Pericarditis 

3 

1 

Emaciation.. 

1 

104 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Johnes  Disease 
with  Emaciation 

1 

Arthritis  ... 

- 

_ 

_ 

— 

22 

2 

— 

Bruising  ... 

1 

5 

— 

3 

3 

42 

1 

— 

Pleurisy  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

6 

— 

— 

Abscess  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

36 

— 

— 

Oedema 

— 

12 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Actinomycosis 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia.. 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

4 

— 

— 

Septic  Mastitis 

1 

3 

- 

— 

2 

7 

— 

— 

Immature  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

4 

_ 

_ 

— 

Pvaemia  ... 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 



_ 

HI  Bled  ... 

— 

18 

_ 

18 

__ 

_ 

Fracture  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

27 

3 

2 

Totals  ... 

5 

186 

3 

64 

11 

144 

6 

2 

Cysticercus  Bovis  — 3 


Tuberculosis  — 3 Pigs  with  submaxiliary  codes  infected* 

5 Pigs  with  mesenteric  codes  infected. 
No  cattle  found  to  be  infected. 
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PRIVATE  ABATTOIRS 
Thornhill  Bacon  Factory. 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Pigs  ... 

23,571 

26 

157 

5,646 

9,327 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:- 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Pigs 

Pigs 

Fevered  

17 

_ 

Septic  Pneumonia  

3 

- 

Septic  Nephritis  & Peritonitis  — 

1 

Arthritis  

— 

64 

Bruising  

- 

62 

Abscess  

1 

21 

Pyaemia  

2 

~ 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

Jaundice  

1 

— 

Totals  

26 

153 

Tuberculosis  — 158  Pigs  with  submaxillary  nodes  infected. 

428  Pigs  with  mesenteric  nodes  infected. 

59  Pigs  with  submaxillary  and  mesenteric  nodes  infected. 
119  Pigs  with  Bronchial  nodes  infected. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  RESTRICTIONS. 

During  the  above,  537  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  the  Bacon 
Factory  owing  to  restrictions  being  placed  on  slaughtering  pre- 
mises over  the  Border. 
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Racks. 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat 

Weight  is  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  .. 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Sheep  .. 

62.380 

-47 

14 

1,590 

1,543 

Pigs  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Calves. 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals.. 

62,396 

47 

14 

1,590 

1,543 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:- 


Disease 

or 

Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pig 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pig 

Calves 

Fevered 

_ 

13 













Septic  Metritis ... 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Pneumonia 

- 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Emaciation 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Arthritis  

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Bruising  (Exten- 

sive)  

— 

3 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

_ 

— 

Abscess  

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 



4 

_ 

_ 

Oedema  

— 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Decomposition.. 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

- 

47 

- 

- 

- 

14 

- 

- 
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Dornock. 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animal 

s 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat. 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offal. 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Carrie .. 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Sheep  .. 

60,309 

20 

3 

609 

1,477 

Pigs  ... 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Calves. 

164 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

Totals. 

60,473 

20 

3 

609 

1,477 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:- 


Disease 

or 

Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered  



ii 

Septic  Metritis... 

— 

3 

«. 



Septic  Pneumonia 

— 

1 

_ 

Septic  Pericarditis 

— 

1 





Emaciation 

_ 

4 

_ 

Arthritis  

— 

_ 

_ 



1 

Bruising  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Totals  

— 

20 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 
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Langholm. 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
meat . 

Weight  in  lbs. 
of  condemned 
offaL 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle.. 

115 

- 

2 

57 

168 

Sheep  .. 

556 

i 

- 

34 

31 

Pigs ... 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Calves. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals. 

677 

i 

2 

91 

199 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION:- 


Disease 

or 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condensed 

Condition 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fevered  

_ 

i 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Bruising  

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  

- 

i 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 
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FOOD  & DRUGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1956. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection  or  on  request,  the  food- 
stuffs as  shown  in  the  following  table  were  examined  in  whole- 
sale and  retail  premises  in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  and 
in  the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Langholm,  Lochmaben,  Lockerbie,  Mof- 
fat and  Sanquhar,  and  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
with  the  consent  of  the  owners  in  terms  of  the  Food  & Drues 
(Scotland)  Act,  1956. 

FOOD  SEIZED  AT  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  PREMISES 


Description 


Tinned  Meat  ... 



(» 

Pork  ... 

... 

M 

Ham 



• • 

Tongue 

...  ... 

• • 

Sausages 

...  ... 

II 

Chicken 

...  ... 

»• 

Fish  ... 

...  ... 

»» 

Soup  ... 

...  ... 

• 1 

Fruit  and  Juices 

>1 

Tomatoes 

...  ... 

II 

Carrots 



II 

Peas  ... 

...  ... 

It 

Beans  ... 

...  ... 

II 

Mixed  Vegetables 

Tomato  Sauce  ... 

II 

Syrup  ... 

...  ... 

II 

Milk  ... 

...  ... 

• 1 

Coffee  ... 

It 

Cocoa  ... 

...  ... 

II 

Macaroni 



Bottled  Honey... 

...  ... 

a 

Mincemeat 

...  ... 

•i 

Malt  ... 



Dried  Fruits 

... 

Processed  Cheese 
Packet  Spaghetti 

Beef  

Mutton  

Pork  

Ham  

Ox  Kidneys 

Liver  

Fowls  

Liver  Sausage... 
Polish  Rings  ... 
Salami  


Total 


Weight 

lbs. 

ozs. 

961 

7 % 

712 

8 

976 

15 

214 

8 

2 

— 

23 

14 

6 

BY. 

23 

15 

527 

m 

17 

13 

3 

8 a 

23 

n m 

9 

6 

2 

3% 

10 

- 

8 

— 

8 

6M 

- 

6 

1 

— 

2 

— 

2 

8 

- 

14J4 

1 

- 

84 

— 

1 

2 a 

- 

8 

71 

- 

18 

— 

12 

— 

45 

8 

8 

— 

6 

- 

83 

1 

10 

- 

8 

- 

2 

- 

3,889 

9V< 

1 ton  14  cwts.  2 qtrs.  1st.  11  lbs.  9/4  ozs. 
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The  total  weight  of  all  foodstuffs  seized  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  meat  and  offal  seized  at  the  slaughterhouses  plus 
foodstuffs  seized  at  wholesale  and  retail  premises  during  I960, 
amounted  to  36  tons.  9 cwts.  1 qt.  2 st.  9 lbs.  9 ozs. 

The  inspection  of  all  poultry  exposed  for  sale  for  human 
consumption  continues,  and  intensive  inspections  during  the 
Christmas  Season  has  again  revealed  that  traders  dealing  in 
this  market  have  now,  for  all  practical  purposes,  transferred  to 
the  pre-packed  article. 

During  the  year  under  review  a shellfish  factory  in  one  of 
the  small  Burghs  was  experimenting  with  more  hygienic  methods 
of  taking  the  flesh  of  scampi  from  the  shell,  by  means  of  com- 
pressed air,  and  this  Department  was  consulted  during  these  ex- 
periments. Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  throughout 
the  year  and  at  no  time  was  it  evident  that  the  material  being 
handled  was  prejudiced  in  any  way.  The  high  standard  achieved 
in  this  very  susceptible  foodstuff  reflects  great  credit  on  the 
manufacturers  who  are  continually  seeking  more  efficient  hy- 
gienic handling  of  their  product.  The  following  table  gives  some 
indication  of  the  volume  of  this  trade:— 


Edible  Fish  (prepacked 

Scampi 

Shrimps 

Escallops 

for  resale) 

334,852  lbs. 

98,400  lbs. 

9,792  lbs. 

To  gain  this  amount  of  edible  fish  meant  an  overall  hand- 
ling of  232  tons  16  cwts.  of  fish  in  shell,  with  a corresponding 
amount  of  waste  matter  to  be  disposed  of.  This  is  dealt  with 
separately  under  Public  Health  Nuisances. 

SAMPLES  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  taken  during  the  year  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst  numbered  140;  of  these  86  were 
formal  and  54  informal  or  test  samples.  In  addition,  129  test 
samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  dealt  with  in  the  Department’s 
own  laboratory. 
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Article 

No.  pro 

cured 

No.  adulterated  or 
otherwise  giving  arise 
to  irregularity. 

Formal 

Test 

Formal 

Test 

Cochiueal 

_ 

1 

Coffee  & Chicory  ... 

- 

1 

Essence 

Cooking  Fat  

_ 

1 

Fish  Cakes  

_ 

4 

Ice  Cream 

i 

19 

Link  Sausage 

_ 

4 

Milk  

39 

10 

2 

i 

Mince  ... 

11 

Orange  Drink  ... 

_ 

1 

Rhubarb  Jam 

_ 

1 

Roast  Dripping.. 

— 

2 

Sausages  

— 

4 

Sausage  Additive  . 

— 

1 

Sliced  Sausage 

3 

Stoned  Dates 

_ 

1 

Sweets  ... 

_ 

1 

Table  Creams 



1 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

.» _ 

1 

( B.P.) 

Vinegar 

— 

1 

Whisky 

32 

- 

_ 

Totals 

86 

54 

2 

i 

Two  formal  samples  of  milk  were  found  on  analyses  to  be 
irregular,  one  adulterated  and  one  genuine  but  abnormal.  Legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  case  of  adulteration  and  the 
vendor  was  fined  the  sum  of  £10.  A warning  letter  was  sent  to 
the  vendor  of  the  abnormal  sample.  One  test  sample  was  found 
on  analysis  to  be  "non-genuine”,  but  follow-up  samples  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

MEAT  PIES. 

To  provide  information  for  the  Food  Standards  Committee 
of  the  Association  of  County  Councils  for  Scotland,  samples 
were  taken  of  all  the  different  types  of  meat  pies  manufactured 
and/or  retailed  in  the  County.  Fifty-six  different  types  of  meat 
pies  were  submitted  for  analysis. 

A local  appraisal  of  the  analyses  results  is  difficult,  com- 
plicated as  this  is  by  the  different  prices  charges,  differing 
amounts  of  filler,  percentages  of  meat,  amount  of  fat  as  well  as 
variations  in  the  quality  of  the  meat  used.  However,  the  results 
of  the  analyses  revealed  that  20  per  cent  of  the  pies  offered  for 
sale  contained  less  than  50  per  cent  meat  in  the  meat  filling, 
additional  water  accounting  for  30  per  cent  of  this  filling. 

It  is  intended  to  continue  taking  samples  of  this  product. 
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DESSICATED  COCONUT. 

Eight  samples  of  dessicated  coconut  were  taken  from  bake- 
ries for  bacteriological  examination  following  reports  of  the 
presence  of  food  poisoning  organisms  in  this  commodity  else- 
where in  the  country.  The  results  proved  somewhat  inconclusive 
and  it  would  appear  that  faulty  handling,  poor  storage,  both 
from  the  point  of  view  of  inordinate  length  of  storage  time  and 
the  proximity  in  storage  of  some  other  foodstuffs,  and  inadequate 
cooking  are  all  factors  to  be  considered. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1959. 

This,  the  first  full  year  which  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1959,  have  been  in  force,  can- 
not be  described  as  spectacular,  although  steady  progress  has 
been  made. 

The  initial  surveys  of  premises  to  which  the  Regulations 
apply  has  revealed  that  there  are  661  such  premises  in  the 
Landward  Area  of  the  County  including  the  six  small  Burghs. 
Of  these,  44  were  found  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  on  initial 
survey,  leaving  617  unsatisfactory  in  some  respect.  During  the 
year  under  review  238  of  the  617  unsatisfactory  premises  have 
been  repaired  or  otherwise  improved  to  comply  completely  with 
the  Regulations.  The  remaining  379  premises  considered  to  be 
unsatisfactory  are  for  the  most  part  only  lacking  in  some  minor 
detail  of  the  requirements. 

If  this  progress  can  be  maintained!  have  no  doubt  that  by 
the  end  of  next  year  all  but  the  hard  core  of  unsatisfactory  food 
premises  will  be  in  full  conformity  with  the  Regulations,  so  far 
as  structure  is  concerned,  without  recourse  to  statutory  action 
and  it  may  then  be  necessary  to  prosecute  the  persistent  offen- 
ders. 

Vehicles  engaged  in  the  food  handling  trades,  however,  are 
more  difficult  to  deal  with,  especially  in  rural  areas.  In  some 
cases  the  trade  carried  on  is  so  small  that  it  does  not  justify 
the  use  of  a vehicle  whole  time  with  the  result  that  the  vehicle 
can  be,  and  is,  used  for  other  purposes.  My  reference  here  is 
not  directed  to  the  Mobile  Shop  which  is  a one  purpose  vehicle 
and  is  in  most  cases  specially  constructed  for  the  job.  Most 
of  the  rural  areas  are  serviced  by  vans  adapted  in  some  measure 
to  accommodate  the  greatest  amount  and  variety  of  foodstuffs 
possible,  with  little  consideration  being  given  to  hygienic  prac- 
tices, and  it  is  to  this  group  of  vehicles  that  a great  concen- 
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tration  of  effort  will  be  required  to  achieve  a satisfactory  stan- 
dard. Registration  of  vehicles  used  for  the  transport  and  sale  of 
foodstuffs  would  be  a great  help  in  removing  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions,  and  at  the  same  time  would  ensure  that  the  vehicle 
was  not  used  for  other  purposes  deleterious  to  food  hygiene. 
Without  registration,  substitution  of  vehicles  engaged  in  food 
handling  can  be  effected  and  this  can  lead  to  all  sorts  of  mal- 
practices. 

The  task  of  making  premises  conform  to  the  requirements 
of  the  Regulations  is  a comparatively  simple  one  when  one  con- 
siders the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  dealing  with  person- 
nel employed  within  the  Trade.  Apart  from  the  general  public, 
the  owners  of  the  various  food  businesses  will  receive  benefit 
by  increased  trade,  etc.  when  the  requirements  of  the  Regula- 
tions are  fully  implemented,  and  because  of  this  I feel  some  con- 
tribution should  be  made  by  them  to  achieve  a clean  food  service. 
This  contribution  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  in  the  nature  of  a 
training  scheme  for  all  personnel  engaged  in  food  handling  with 
the  issue  of  an  appropriate  certificate  when  efficiency  has  been 
attained.  In  this  way  the  owners  would  be  protecting  their  own 
interests  and  at  the  same  time  encouraging  their  employees  to 
take  an  active  interest  and  pride  in  the  work  they  are  doing  in 
the  interest  and  safety  of  all  concerned.  Meantime,  instruction 
and  advice  continue  to  be  given  by  the  District  Inspectors  during 
the  course  of  their  duties  and  whenever  it  is  possible  to  arrange 
community  meetings  for  this  purpose. 

LABELLING  CF  FOOD  ORDER,  1953. 

The  provisions  of  this  order  were  carried  out,  but  no  con- 
traventions were  found. 

THE  ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948. 

Details  of  the  ice  cream  premises  and  vehicles  in  use  and 
details  of  the  administration  of  the  Regulations  during  the  year 
are  summarised  below;  — 

(1)  Registrations  granted,  cancelled,  etc.  in  1 960 : — 


Premises  Vehicles 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st 

December,  1959  ...  ...  40  18 

Registrations  granted  during  I960  i 3 

Registrations  cancelled  during  I960  _ — 

Registrations  discontinued  during  I960  _ 2 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st  Decem- 
ber, I960  41  19 
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(2)  Details  of  the  Premises  in  use:- 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage 

and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Premises  registered  for  Manufacture  and  Storage 

of  Ice  Cream  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premises  registered  for  the  Storage  and  Sale  of 

Ice  Cream  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(One  of  the  premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage 
and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  is  confined  to  the  use  of  a complete 
cold  mix). 

(3)  Details  of  Ice  Cream  Vehicles  in  use:  — 

Large  vans  specially  constructed  for  Ice  Cream  Sale  ...  16 

Vans  modified  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 

Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tricycles  and  similar  vehicles  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination:  — 

Number  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  submitted  for  bacter- 
iological examination  during  I960  ...  34 

Number  of  samples  found  unsatisfactory  on  account  of 
high  bacterial  count  and/or  presence  of  coliform 
organisms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  samples  found  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  25 

TABLE  SHOWING  GRADED  RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL 
EXAMINATIONS. 


Bacterial  Count 

No.  of  Samples 

Also  containing  coliform 
organisms. 

0 -5,000 

17 

3 

5,000  - 10,000 

3 

- 

10,000  - 20,000 

3 

1 

20,000  - 50,000 

2 

— 

50,000  - 100,000 

6 

2 

Over  100,000 

3 

2 

(5)  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  Taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act:  — 

Number  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  chemical 
analysis  during  the  year 

Number  of  samples  failing  to  comply  with  the  standard 
prescribed  by  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  (Scotland) 
Regulations  ...  ...  
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Number  of  samples  which  complied  with  the 

standard  prescribed  by  the  Food  Standards 

(Ice  Cream)  (Scotland)  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  20 

(6)  General:  — 

Sixty-six  visits  were  paid  to  ice  cream  premises  during 
the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY) 
(SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

The  above  Regulations  impose  certain  conditions  relative 
to  the  humane  treatment  of  animals  for  slaughter,  and  control 
the  manner  in  which  such  slaughter  is  carried  out.  During  Meat 
Inspection  visits  it  was  found  that  the  provisions  of  the  Regu- 
lations were  being  observed  and  in  no  case  was  there  evidence 
of  contravention. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1954_ 

The  four  slaughterhouses  operated  in  the  landward  area  of 
the  County  continue  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner 
and  during  routine  inspection  no  cause  for  complaint  was  found. 

LICENSING  OF  SLAUGHTERMEN. 

Twenty-eight  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  in  terms 
of  the  Slaughterhouse  Acts,  1928-1954;  these  were  as  follows:— 

Slaughter  of  all  animals  including  horses  2 

Slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  goats  18 

Slaughter  of  sheep  only  8 

Slaughter  of  pigs  only  — 

Provisional  Licences  — 

PU3LIC  HEALTH  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1897. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  reconstruction  and  modernisation  of  the  largest  offen- 
sive trade  premises  in  the  County  has  now  been  completed  and 
the  works  are  now  in  full  operation.  Some  difficulty  was  encoun- 
tered in  dealing  with  the  disposal  of  the  effluent  from  the  drainage 
of  these  premises  owing  to  the  high  concentration  of  impurities, 
and  various  experimental  systems  were  tried  in  conjunction  with 
the  Solway  River  Purification  Board  before  a satisfactory  disposal 
system  was  arranged. 
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The  eight  listed  offensive  trade  premises  continue  in  opera- 
tion, and  during  the  year  under  review  at  no  time  was  it  found 
necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  to  deal  with  any  de- 
faults found  on  the  premises  during  routine  inspections. 

COMPLAINTS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  com- 
plaints dealt  with  during  the  year:— 

Nature  of  Complaint  Number  Number 

Reported  Abated 


(a) 

Structural  and  other  defects  of 
dwellinghouses,  including  dampness... 

34 

(b) 

Choked  and  defective  drains  and 
defective  sanitary  conveniences 

8 

(c) 

Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water 
supplies 

5 

(d) 

Overcrowding 

6 

(e) 

Offensive  Smells 

15 

(0 

Accumulation  of  Refuse 

8 

(g) 

Infestation  by  Pests 

146 

(h) 

Pollution  of  Streams  and  Ditches 

6 

(i) 

Dirty  Houses 

3 

(j) 

Others 

6 

24 

6 

3 

3 

12 

7 

83 

2 

1 

2 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  infestations  by  pests  is 
greatly  increased  from  last  year  and  this  is  due  to  greater  pub- 
licity of  the  service  and  the  inclusion  of  all  infestations  occur- 
ring in  County  Council  properties.  The  kind  of  pests  dealt  with 
range  from  wasp  nests  to  bird  mites  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  not  one  case  of  infestation  by  bed-bugs  was  received  or 
discovered  during  the  year. 


One  complaint  of  offensive  smell  received  necessitated  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  before  it  was  finally  resolved.  The 
complaint  originated  from  householders  near  one  of  the  small 
Burgh  refuse  tips  and  was  concerned  with  the  v ery  offensive 
smell  from  large  amounts  of  shellfish  waste.  This  material,  which 
is  produced  at  the  rate  of  approximately  half  a ton  per  day  during 
the  season,  is  particularly  offensive,  causing  a smell  and  also 
fly-breeding.  It  was  found  impracticable  to  tip  this  with  house- 
hold refuse  inoffensively  and  dumping  below  the  high  water  mark 
on  the  tidal  water  was  tried. 
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This  method  also  proved  unsuccessful  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
channel,  as  the  material  was  washed  up  by  the  incoming  tide, 
and  invariably  found  its  way  to  the  few  areas  on  the  shore  suit- 
able for  bathing.  It  was  finally  decided  to  have  the  material 
transported  to  a large  animal  feedingstuffs  and  fertilizer  manu- 
facturer, where  it  is  processed  and  is  now  being  used  as  a 
beneficial  ingredient  of  the  product  of  the  company  concerned. 

Burning  refuse  tips  of  some  of  the  small  burghs  tipping  in 
the  Landwmrd  Area  of  the  County  gave  cause  for  complaint 
during  the  year,  but  these  were  all  satisfactorily  abated  by 
negotiation  with  the  Authority  concerned. 

The  number  of  statutory  nuisances  decreases  each  year 
and  in  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  a notice  under 
the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  the  remainder  being 
abated  on  informal  notification  to  the  authors. 

DIRTY  HOUSES. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  a notice  as  prescribed 
in  Section  40  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  although 
11  visits  were  made  in  this  connection. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS. 

The  regular  camping  sites  are  kept  constantly  under  review 
and  give  no  cause  for  complaint. 

The  caravan  sites  are  now  dealt  with  separately  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960. 

The  road-side  lay-byes  and  the  insanitary  condition  of 
these  still  gives  cause  for  concern  and  I would  again  urge  that 
consideration  should  be  given  on  a National  level  to  remove 
this  menace  to  amenity  and  public  health. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
ACT,  1960. 

The  introduction  of  the  above  Act  of  Parliament  will  afford 
a greater  measure  of  control  over  Caravan  Sites  than  has  hither- 
to been  possible.  The  Model  Standards  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  help  to  eliminate  the  site  operator  who 
was  exploiting  the  caravanner  by  charging  for  parking  only 
without  providing  any  sanitary  facilities  or  other  amenities. 

SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

The  practice  of  employing  seasonal  workers  is  fast  dis- 
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appearing  and  again  only  one  farm  in  the  Landward  Area  has 
resorted  to  this  form  of  labour.  The  usual  inspections  were 
made  of  the  premises  prior  to,  and  during,  occupation  when  it 
was  found  that  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-48. 


The  number  of  factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  comprised  154  Mechanical,  4 Non-Mechanical  and  13  other 
premises  in  which  Section  7 of  the  principal  Act  is  enforceable 
by  the  Local  Authority. 


The  following  list  shows  the  trades  or  business  carried  on 
in  Factories  in  the  County  (exclusive  of  the  Burghs):— 


(a)  MECHANICAL. 

Asphalt  Mixing  1 

Animal  Feeding  Stuff  Manu.  2 

Aerated  Water  Manufacture,.,  j 
Agricultural  Machinery  and 

Tractor  Repairs  ...  2 

Baking  ...  7 

Blacksmith  14 

Boilermaking  1 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs  ...  1 

Brick  Making  3 

Cheese  Manufacture  ...  l 

Chemicals  Manufacture  ...  1 

Chipboard  Manufacture  ...  1 

Drain  Pipe  and  Tile  Manu.  1 

Egg  Grading  and  Packing  3 

Fertiliser  Manufacture  ...  1 

Firewood  Manufacture  ...  2 

Gas  Works  1 

Golf  Ball  Repairs 1 

Grass  Drying  and  Grinding  1 

Gravel  Washing  3 

Joiner  ...  25 

Ladder  Manufacture  ...  1 

Laundry  ...  2 

General  Workshops  ...  2 


Limestone  Crushing  ...  l 

Loco  Repairing  j 

Manure  Manufacture  ...  l 

Meal  Manufacture  1 

Meat  Food  Product  Manu.  4 

Moss  Winning  and  Baling  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  ...  16 

Pre-cast  Concrete  Works  1 

Plumber  ...  3 

Potato  Cleaning  and  Packing  1 
Poultry  Grit  Manufacture.. 
Poultry  Slaughtering  and 

Plucking  

Peat  Baling  

Road  Plant  Repairs 

Rubber  Goods  Manufacture 

Sand  Screening  

Sawmills  ...  

Slaughterhouse  

Stone  Dressing  and  Sawing 

Tailor  ...  

Tallow  Melting  

Tarmacadam  

Tin  Baling...  

Weaving,  etc.  


1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

24 

1 


(b)  NON-MECHANICAL. 

Joiner  ...  2 Slaughterhouses 


(c)  OTHERS 
Building  Operations  and  . 
Works  Construction 


10  Electricity  Sub-Station  ... 
Laundry  (Institutional) 


1 

2 


KJ 
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Circular  letter  No.  91/60  from  the  Department  of  Health  for 
Scotland  requires  that  details  of  the  administration  of  the  Fac- 
tories Acts  be  given  in  the  following  format:— 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including) 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

N umber 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2, 3, 4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 

4 

6 

forced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

154 

444 

5 

by  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers’ 

13 

40 

premises) 

Total  ...  

171 

490 

5 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  . 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 

Referred 

a) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
14) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

were  instituted 
(6) 

Vanr  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

i 

i 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

_ 

_ 

_ 



Inadeouate  ventilation 

(S.4)  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  



_ 

_ 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  

4 

3 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

9 

7 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  

1 

1 



Total  ...  

13 

12 

- 

1 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Section 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

a) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

C7) 

Wearing  Apparel:— 

Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 
Washing 

1 

Others 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to 
Factory  premises  during  the  year  and  forty  visits  were  made 
to  Section  7 premises.  Only  in  fifteen  cases  were  defects  found, 
chiefly  concerned  with  insufficient,  unsuitable  or  defective 
sanitary  conveniences. 

One  visit  was  paid  to  the  home  of  a Factory  Outworker 
during  the  year,  where  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
This  outworker  has  now  ceased  to  be  so  employed. 

One  Certificate  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  was 
issued.  With  the  issue  of  this  Certificate  all  the  factories  in 
the  County,  required  to  be  certified  by  the  Local  Authority  as 
being  provided  with  such  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  as 
appropriate  under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  were 
so  certified. 

As  from  1st  December,  I960,  in  terms  of  Section  9 of  the 
Factories  Act,  1959,  the  functions  of  the  Local  Authority  in 
respect  of  Sections  34  and  35  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  be- 
came exercisable  by  the  Fire  Authority.  In  consequence  of  this, 
copies  of  the  Certificates  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of 
Fire  with  relative  plans  and  documents,  in  respect  of  the  eight 
factories  in  the  County  to  which  Section  34  of  the  principal 
Act  is  applicable,  were  transferred  to  the  South  Western  Area 
Joint  Board. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

DARK  SMOKE  (PERMITTED  PERIODS)  (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS,  1958. 

Regular  observations  of  the  various  plants  capable  of  con- 
travening the  Regulations  were  made  during  the  year  and  in 
only  two  cases  was  it  necessary  to  notify  the  plant  operators 
that  dark  smoke  was  being  emitted  in  excess  of  the  permitted 
periods.  In  both  cases  the  plants  were  hand-fired  boilers  and  I 
feel  that  this  type  of  offence  will  continue  until  such  times  as 
mechanical  means  of  stoking  is  introduced. 

DUST  EMISSIONS. 

The  major  problem  of  the  emission  of  wood  flour  and  saw- 
dust has  been  overcome  at  the  Chipboard  Factory  by  the  in- 
stallation of  further  "Bag  Filters”  on  the  principal  cyclones. 
It  has  now,  however,  been  found  that  some  of  the  smaller  cy- 
clones on  the  manufacturing  machinery  are  not  so  efficient  as 
they  could  be,  principally  due  to  increased  production,  and  ne- 
gotiations are  now  in  hand  to  have  these  cyclones  piped  to 

cyclone11  tefS”  th<?  samewayas  the  larger  type  high  efficiency 

The  introduction  of  new  machinery  and  increased  produc- 
tion of  stone  for  road  improvements  on  A74  has  aggravated  the 
nuisance  of  dust  and  grit  emissions  at  one  of  the  stone  quarries 
in  the  County,  and  negotiations  with  the  quarry  operators  are 
proceeding  to  have  the  necessary  remedial  works  carried  out. 
The  use  of  medium  efficiency  cyclones  on  this  type  of  work  is 
not  to  be  recommended  unless  used  with  a wetting  agent  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  free  dust.  Experiments  with  wetting  agents 
are  being  carried  out  and  the  fitting  of  high  efficiency  cyclones 
has  been  recommended. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  3Y  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  work  involved  in  the  administration  of  this  Act,  in 
the  inspection  and  treatment  of  properties  for  rats  and  mice 
infestation,  is  shown  in  the  following  tabulated  statement:— 
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Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Properties 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business  or 

Industrial 

Premises 

Agricultural 

Properties 

Total 

L Number  of  Properties 

inspected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  I960. 

(a)  As  a result  of 

notification  ... 

20 

65 

10 

6 

101 

(b)  Otherwise 

50 

6 

16 

10 

82 

Total  ... 

70 

71 

26 

16 

183 

II.  Number  of  above 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  rats 
or  mice  ... 

69 

69 

23 

15 

176 

m.  Number  of  above  in- 
fested properties 
satisfactorily  cleared 

(a)  By  the  Local 

Authority 

65 

67 

14 

10 

156 

(b)  Otherwise 

1 

2 

9 

5 

17 

Total 

66 

69 

23 

15 

173 

IV.  Number  of  Notices 
served  under  Section  4 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Works 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

V.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4 

VI.  Number  of  Notices 
issued  under  Section 

6 (2)  

VU.  Number  of  Ships  Treated  - 
Number  of  Rodent  Control 

Nil 

Certificates 

Issued  — Nil. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  this  service.  One  operator 
is  employed  full-time,  his  duties  being  to  inspect  all  proper- 
ties, for  rat  infestation  with  particular  attention  being  given 
to  Council  properties  and  to  properties  and  premises  especially 
liable  to  infestation.  These  include  refuse  tips,  sewage  dis- 
posal works,  slaughterhouses,  offensive  trade  premises  and 
grain  storage  premises.  In  the  inspection  of  properties  he  is 
assisted  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  (5),  the  Burgh 
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Surveyors  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  six  small  Burghs  and 
by  the  Council’s  Clerks  of  Works. 

Poison  bait  containing  Warfarin  is  used.  Biscuit  waste  is 
used  as  a base  for  this  poison.  The  use  of  this  material  as  a 
base  is  more  economic  than  the  usual  meal  bases,  is  equally 
effective  and  can  be  obtained  locally.  One  and  a half  tons  of 
bait  were  used  during  the  year. 

Effective  control  over  refuse  tips,  sewage  works  and  the 
like  is  maintained.  The  maintenance  and  inspection  of  token 
baits  at  such  premises  ensures  that  re-infestations  do  not  pass 
unnoticed.  However,  rats  and  mice  are  not  very  selective  in 
habitat  and  are  to  be  found  established  in  lay-byes  and  hedge- 
rows, beside  the  roadways,  in  disused  quarries,  in  disused 
houses  and  in  any  place  where  man  or  animal  affords  them  waste 
food  and  shelter. 

For  the  information  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for 
Scotland  it  is  intended  in  the  incoming  year  to  make  inspections 
of  stacks  of  grain  at  the  time  of  threshing  to  obtain  information 
as  regards  rodent  infestation  and  the  effect  of  any  treatment 
carried  out. 

OTHER  PESTS. 

MOLES. 

Trapping  of  moles  was  carried  out  at  two  Council  proper- 
ties (a  church-yard  and  playing-field)  and  at  three  dwelling- 
houses. 

BATS. 

Two  properties  were  cleared  of  bats. 

INSECT  PESTS. 

At  fifty  properties,  following  complaints  and  requests  for 
assistance,  treatments  were  carried  out  to  eradicate  fleas  , 
(2),  ants  (4),  silverfish  (2),  flies  (6)  and  wasps  (36).  Local 
Authority  refuse  tips,  where  near  dwellinghouses,  were  treated 
with  tip  dressing  to  control  insect  pests. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  (APPLICATION  TO 
SHIPPING)  ORDER,  1951. 

Eighteen  ships  were  visited  on  arrival  at  Annan  Harbour 
during  the  year.  All  were  in  possession  of  valid  rodent  control 
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certificates  and  no  treatment  was  required. 

PESTS  ACT,  1954. 

RABBIT  CLEARANCE  (SCOTLAND)  NO.  7 ORDER,  1956. 

Sixty-two  treatments  were  carried  out  to  control  rabbits 
at  Council  properties  during  the  year.  These  included  a farm, 
playing  fields,  quarries,  burial  grounds  and  road  verges.  At  the 
smaller  properties  complete  eradication  can  be  effected  but  at 
the  larger  ones  effective  control  calls  for  systematic  and  un- 
remitting attention, and  re-infestation  from  adjoining  properties 
occurs  frequently.  Gassing,  using  Cymag,  is  the  method  em- 
ployed almost  exclusively  and  in  certain  cases  trapping  is 
carried  out. 

CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS,  1909  and  1952. 
CINEMATOGRAPH  (SAFETY)  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS, 

1955. 

Twelve  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  three  Cinemas 
in  the  County  area  during  the  year,  and  in  no  case  was  there 
any  evidence  of  contravention  of  the  above  Regulations. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  I960. 

Section  one  of  this  Act  of  Parliament  states  that  noise  or 
vibration  which  is  a nuisance  shall  be  dealt  with  as  a Public 
Health  nuisance  under  Part  II  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOOD)  ORDER,  1957. 

In  1957  when  the  above  Order  was  introduced,  thirty  six 
licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  premises  at  which  waste 
food  was  to  be  processed  for  animal  feeding  and  since  that  time 
no  revocations  or  additions  have  been  made. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  ACT,  1926. 
FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

Eleven  test  or  informal  samples  were  taken  from  stocks 
held  by  suppliers  and  manufacturers  throughout  the  County. 
These  comprised  5 fertilisers  and  6 feedingstuffs.  All  of  these 
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samples  were  found  on  analysis  to  comply  with  the  warranty 
given,  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  institute  proceedings. 
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SMALL  BURGHS 

BURGH  OF  ANNAN 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers  was  172  (78 
males,  94  females),  of  which  five  were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  68  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  60  (30  male, 
30  female).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were:—  Heart  Disease,  23; 
Apoplexy,  10;  Cancer , 8.  Seven  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 


Infectious  Disease 

Five  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received; 
Scarlet  Fever,  2;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2;  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  1. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  Ian  Gibson,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh:— 

Water  Supply  — It  can  be  said  that,  as  a result  of  works  carried 
out  during  the  year,  the  position  in  regard  to  the  water  supply  is 
much  more  secure  than  has  been  the  case  for  many  years. 

In  the  Report  for  last  year  it  was  noted  that  the  work  of 
reconditioning  the  trunk  mains  from  Middlebie  to  Landheads  had 
been  begun.  During  the  year  under  review,  300  yards  of  9 in. 
cast  iron  main,  10,600  yards  of  7 in.  main  and  1,400  yards  of  6 in. 
main  were  reconditioned  and  relined.  In  the  course  of  this  work, 
two  major  obstructions  were  found  in  the  newer  7 in.  main.  One 
was  due  to  a piece  of  lead  weighing  approximately  14  lbs.  and 
the  other  to  a circular  piece  of  wood  lodged  firmly  in  the  pipe. 
This  latter  obstruction  most  effectively  restricted  the  supply  of 
water  to  the  town.  When  this  was  removed,  an  abundance  of  water 
was  available  at  the  treatment  works. 

After  the  work  on  the  trunk  mains  had  been  completed,  a 
start  was  made  with  the  major  improvements  at  Landheads  Filter 
Station.  These  comprised  the  roofing  over  of  the  two  smaller 
clear  water  tanks,  the  division  of  the  two  slow  sand  filters  into 
four  filters  of  more  manageable  size,  and  the  provision  of  a 
micro-strainer  unit.  The  first  of  these  projects  was  completed 
during  the  year  and  the  other  two  will  be  completed  next  year. 
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Various  other  works  were  undertaken  to  improve  the  supply 
to  certain  parts  of  the  town. 

The  estimated  consumption  per  capital  was  54.6  gallons. 
This  represents  an  increase  of  two  gallons  over  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year. 

Drainage  System  and  Sewage  Disposal  - These  services  operated 
satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Disposal  — The  arrangements  for  refuse  collection  re- 
main as  in  previous  years.  Consideration  will  be  given  to  the 
fitting  of  a hydraulic  press  to  the  existing  collection  vehicle  or 
to  the  provision  of  a second  vehicle. 

All  refuse  continues  to  be  tipped  at  Corsehill  Quarry  where 
the  conditions  are  now  largely  satisfactory.  More  stringent  con- 
trol of  the  tip  was  exercised  during  the  year  and  shrimp  and 
prawn  waste  was  excluded  entirely. 

Housing  — During  I960,  only  1}  Council  houses  were  completed 
and  occupied,  the  lowest  number  for  many  years.  Three  of  these 
houses  were  of  non-traditional  type,  and  the  remainder  were  2 
apartment  houses  for  old  people  and  single  persons.  These  latter 
houses  were  built  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association 
on  behalf  of  the  Town  Council.  The  Association  also  built  30 
houses  for  occupation  by  tenants  on  the  Council’s  housing  wait- 
ing list. 

In  all,  49  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  so  that, 
at  the  end  of  I960,  the  Town  Council  either  owned  or  factored 
on  behalf  of  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  some  986 
houses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Town  Council  had  a further 
54  non-traditional  houses  under  construction,  to  be  completed  in 
1961. 


Warrants  were  issued  for  the  erection  of  9 bungalows  by 
private  enterprise.  Sixteen  privately-owned  houses  were  improved. 

Offensive  Trades  — The  only  offensive  trade  now  being  carried 
out  is  shrimp-peeling.  Six  factories  are  involved  in  this  process. 
No  serious  complaint  regarding  them  was  received. 


Nuisances  — No  official  intimation  of  nuisance  was  served  during 
the  year. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  35  (18 
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male,  17  female).  There  were  three  illegitimate  births. 

During  the  year  19  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  38  (19  male,  19 
female).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  21; 
Apoplexy,  7;  Cancer,  5.  Two  children  died  during  the  first  year  of 
life. 


Infectious  Disease 

One  notification  only  was  received  during  the  year,  that  of  a 
patient  suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  A.  Brebner,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh:— 

Water  Supply  — An  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  was 
maintained  in  the  Burgh  throughout  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal  — The  drainage  and  sewerage  sy- 
stem operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

A new  6”  sewer  was  provided  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
private  development  at  Hapath. 

The  County  Council  scheme  for  a composting  centre  has  not 
yet  been  finalised  and  consequently  no  further  progress  has  been 
made  regarding  the  establishment  of  new  sewage  purification  works. 

Cleansing  and  Refuse  Di  sposal  — The  arrangements  for  collection 
of  domestic  and  other  refuse  continued  as  in  previous  years  and 
included  a weekly  collection  of  garden  refuse  during  the  summer 
months.  Refuse  is  tipped  at  High  Mill  and  the  disposal  area  is 
maintained  free  from  rat  infestation. 

A total  cf  59%  Tons  of  waste  paper  was  salvaged  during  the 

year. 

Housing  — There  were  no  new  Council  houses  completed  during  the 
year  but  plans  and  relative  documents  have  been  prepared  for  the 
erection  of  8 — 2 apt,  and  4 — 3 apt.  houses  at  Meikleholm. 

The  conversion  of  25  Uniseco  temporary  houses  at  Holmwood 
into  semi-permanent  bungalows  is  in  progress. 

Details  of  houses  owned  by  the  Town  Council  at  31st  Dec- 
ember, I960  are  as  undernoted:— 


PRE-WAR  HOUSES 
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1919 

1924 

1930 


POST-WAR  HOUSES 

Cruden  

Weir  Flats 

Uniseco  (under 
conversion) 
Traditional 


Total  


8 

18 

20 


12 

12 


25 

70 

— 119 


Two  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 


Six  privatley  owned  houses  were  improved  with  the  assis- 
tance of  discretionary  grants  and  five  standard  grants  were  ap- 
proved, in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950  to  1959. 


Factories  — The  general  conditions  in  the  factories  are  satis- 
factory and  few  defects  were  found  during  periodical  visits  of 
inspection. 

Nuisances  — Several  nuisances  were  investigated  during  the 
year  and  remedied  on  verbal  intimation  to  the  authors. 


Slaughterhouses  — There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the 
Burgh  and  it  has  been  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Offens  ive  Trades  — The  skin  works  is  the  only  trade  under  this 
heading  and  the  premises  have  been  kept  in  good  repair  and  in  a 
reasonable  state  of  cleanliness. 

Burial  Grounds  — The  only  burial  ground  in  the  Burgh  is  closed 
for  interments. 

Schools  — The  sanitary  accommodation  at  Langholm  Academy 
and  the  Infants’  School  has  been  maintained  in  good  order  at  all 
times. 


The  building  of  a new  school  was  commenced  in  February 
and  will  consist  of  a three-storeyed  block  of  classrooms,  library, 
cloakroom  and  toilet  facilities,  a two-storeyed  section  of  class- 
rooms and  staffrooms  and  a single-storeyed  section  with  gym- 
nasium, changing  and  shower  room,  assembly  hall  and  music  room, 
and  toilet  facilities. 
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BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  26  (10 
male,  16  female). 

During  the  year  12  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  15  (6  male,  9 
female).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were;  Heart  Disease,  5; 
Apoplexy,  2;  Cancer,  2.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of 
life. 


Infectious  Disease 

Four  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received; 
Whooping  Cough,  3;  Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  1. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Berry,  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  for 
the  following  report:  — 

New  Ho  uses  —The  Council  did  not  build  any  new  houses  during 
I960,  but  approval  was  given  for  the  erection  of  fourteen  houses 
at  Mossvale. 

Two  new  houses  were  erected  by  private  persons  during  the 
year.  These  were  traditional  houses  each  of  four  apartments. 

Improvements  to  Houses  : — 

ALTERATIONS.— Major  alterations  were  carried  out  to  four 
dwelling  houses  and  minor  works  were  executed  at  two  other 
dwellings. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS.— Grants  were  promised  by  the  Council 
in  respect  of  improvement  works  at  five  dwelling  houses  in  terms 
of  Section  HI  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  and  two  such 
grants  were  paid  during  the  year. 

Grant  was  promised,  and  paid,  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
the  provision  of  standard  amenities  in  one  dwelling  house  as 
provided  for  in  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

Water  Supply— Although  the  levels  of  the  two  reservoirs  were 
considerably  reduced  in  the  early  summer  months  which  had 
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average  rainfall,  by  the  end  of  August  the  levels  were  fast  being 
restored  and  it  was  not  necessary  at  any  time  during  the  year  to 
impose  restrictions,  other  than  requests  not  to  misuse  water,  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  previous  year  when  for  a period  of  two  and 
a half  months  there  was  a total  failure  of  the  supply. 

During  the  summer  months  of  I960,  checks  were  made  on  the 
water  consumption  including  nightly  checks  and  tests.  During 
this  period,  some  forty  burst  pipes  and  leaking  fittings  were 
discovered  and  repaired,  and  much  data  and  information  was 
collected.  Additional  works  undertaken  included  the  fitting  of  a 
new  main  meter,  the  renewal  of  two  defective  stop  valves,  the 
repair  of  five  other  stop  valves  and  works  to  render  water-tight 
the  main  meter  chamber. 

The  information  collected  with  regard  to  water  consumption, 
including  the  figures  for  individual  properties,  pressures  at  various 
points,  rlow  tests,  condition  of  the  mains  and  service  pipes  and 
other  relevant  data  was  submitted  to  the  Council  in  the  form  of  a 
general  report,  and  was  later  made  available  to  the  Council’s 
consulting  engineers.  Included  in  the  very  comprehensive  survey 
of  the  whole  of  the  water  undertaking  at  this  time  were  theresults 
of  tests  carried  out  by  the  South  Western  Area  Fire  Brigade  to 
whom  had  been  referred  the  question  of  the  efficiency  of  the  fire 
hydrants.  In  addition,  industrial  consumers  were  asked  to  esti- 
mate their  requirements  of  water  in  the  future. 

The  whole  question  of  how  to  improve  the  water  supply  so 
as  to  preclude  acute  shortage  as  in  1959  is  now  being  considered 
by  the  Council’s  consulting  engineers. 

Five  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
two  samples  for  chemical  analysis  were  taken  during  the  year. 
One  bacteriological  sample  was  not  completely  satisfactory, 
but  investigation  failed  to  reveal  the  reason  for  this  and  a repeat 
sample  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  other  samples  showed 
the  water  to  be  fit  for  dietetic  purposes. 

Drainage— On  the  whole,  the  improved  sewage  disposal  works 
operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  In  the  normal  course  of 
operating  the  works,  some  defects  were  found  and  remedied  on 
representation  to  the  consulting  engineers.  Some  operating 
difficulties  concerning  sludge  draw-off,  the  working  of  the  sy- 
phons, overflow  levels,  etc.,  were  also  resolved. 

Improvements  to  the  curtilage  of  the  works  were  also  car- 
ried out  consisting  in  the  planting  of  a line  of  shrubs,  the  exten- 
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sion  of  the  hard  standing,  the  provision  of  additional  kerbing  and 
the  painting  etc.  of  the  structures. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  sludge,  uplifted  by  arrangement  with 
the  County  Council,  continued  satisfactorily.  For  the  disposal  of 
the  small  amount  of  detritus,  a small  piece  of  ground  adjacent  to 
the  works  was  fenced  off  . 

Ten  samples  of  sewage  effluent  were  taken  during  the  year 
by  the  Solway  River  Purification  Board.  Of  these,  four  were  satis- 
factory, two  were  designated  as  "borderline”  and  four  were  un- 
satisfactory on  analysis. 

Two  major  chokages  occurred  in  the  main  sewers  during  the 
year  and  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  clearing  these.  A 
new  manhole  was  provided  at  the  location  of  one  of  the  chokages. 
Two  disquieting  features  revealed  by  these  chokages  were  the 
inordinate  amount  of  stones  found  in  the  sewers  and  the  relative 
lack  of  gradient  at  the  locii  of  the  chokages. 

A collapsed  portion  of  the  drain/sewer  at  the  school  was 
repaired. 

Refuse  Disposal— There  was  no  change  during  the  year  in  the 
refuse  collection  and  disposal  arrangements. 

The  collection  of  refuse  is  by  an  open,  horse-drawn  cart  and 
only  the  carefulness  of  the  Burgh  workmen  keeps  this  method 
from  causing  nuisance. 

Although  the  tip  is  in  near  proximity  to  the  centre  of  the 
Burgh  and  cannot  be  properly  maintained,  very  little  nuisance 
was  caused  during  the  year.  Proper  maintenance  is  hindered  by 
the  narrow  access  to  the  tip  together  with  the  lack  of  a proper 
vehicle  to  consolidate  the  refuse  and  to  transport  blinding 
material  to  cover  the  refuse.  The  tip  is  sprayed  at  intervals  by 
the  County  Council’s  Pests  Officer  who  also  ensures  that  it  is 
kept  rat-free.  Because  of  the  shallowness  of  the  refuse  layers, 
serious  fire  outbreaks  do  not  take  place. 

Unauthorised  tipping  of  refuse  on  the  tip  continues.  It  is 
difficult  to  stop  this  practice  and  perhaps  there  is  some  , merit  in 
permitting  it  under  supervision,  but  since  the  tip  adjoins,  a number 

of  private  properties,  access  to  the  tip  cannot  be  curtailed  or  regu- 
lated. 

Participation  in  a regional  scheme  of  refuse  and  sewage 
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sludge  collection  proposed  by  the  County  Council,  as  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Council’s  compost  schemes,  may  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  Burgh.  The  details  of  this  scheme  or  the  probable  incep- 
tion date  are  not  yet  available. 

Waste  paper  continues  to  be  collected. 

Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act,  1892. 

COMPLAINTS— Three  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 
Two  of  these  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  but  the  third  which 
concerned  overcrowding  was  not  resolved  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds— Thirty-six  visits  were  paid  to  eleven 
caravans  within  the  Burgh  on  sites  other  than  the  Council’s  cara- 
van park.  The  enactment  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  I960  will  affect  the  sites  occupied  by  these 
caravans  by  requiring  the  provision  of  additional  amenities. 

Factories  Acts— There  are  seventeen  premises  in  the  Burgh 
designated  as  factories.  Of  these,  ten  are  mechanical  factories 
and  seven  are  non-mechanical.  Fifty  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises  during  the  year. 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  29  (13 
male,  16  Female),  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  23  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  61  (21  males,  40 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  21; 
Apoplexy,  19;  Cancer,  5.  One  child  died  during  the  first  year  of 
life. 


Infectious  Disease 

Thirty-six  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received; 
Whooping  cough,  34;  Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  2. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  McPhail,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh:— 
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Water  Supply-The  supply  was  well  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  Routine  examination  showed  the  supply  to  be  suitable  for 
all  domestic  uses. 

Drainage— The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  operated  satis- 
factorily during  the  year. 

Work  on  the  extensions  at  the  Sewage  Works  was  begun 
during  August.  These  extensions  comprise:  — 

1.  The  provision  of  two  primary  settling  tanks. 

2.  The  conversion  of  the  existing  primary  settling  tanks  to 
sludge  digestion  tanks,  one  as  a heated  primary  tank  and 
the  other  for  cold  secondary  digestion.  A heater  house  and 
gas  holder  will  be  provided. 

3.  The  conversion  of  the  existing  cold  digestion  tank  to  a 
storm  water  tank. 

4.  The  provision  of  two  new  biological  filters  to  double  the 
existing  capacity. 

5.  The  provision  of  an  additional  humus  tank. 

6.  The  provision  of  a pump  house. 

7.  The  provision  of  sludge  drying  beds. 

It  is  expected  that  these  works  will  be  completed  within 
eighteen  months.  The  County  Council  are  negotiating  for  a site 
next  to  the  Sewage  Works  on  which  to  build  a composting  works. 

Cleansing— Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly. 
Disposal  is  by  Controlled  tipping  outwith  the  Burgh  boundary . 
The  tip  is  kept  in  good  order  and  has  not  given  cause  for  com- 
plaint. 

Slaughterhouse— The  Council’s  slaughterhouse  was  inspected 
regularly  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Nuisances— Six  nuisances  were  investigated  and  remedied  on 
verbal  instructions  to  the  authors. 

Offen  sive  Trades— There  is  one  offensive  trade  within  the  Burgh, 
that  of  tripe-cleaning  . The  work  is  carried  out  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Superintendent  of  the  slaughterhouse. 
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Housing-Fifteen  houses  were  completed  and  occupied,  and  a 
further  seventeen  are  nearing  completion.  The  building  of  ten 
houses  for  old  people  has  been  begun. 

Six  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise,  four  houses 
were  modernised  with  the  assistance  of  an  Improvement  Grant 
and  one  with  a Standard  Grant. 

BURGH  OF  MOFFAT 

Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  25  (12 

males,  13  females).  There  were  three  illegitimate  births. 

During  the  year  16  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  36  (15  male,  ?1 
lemale).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  11; 
Apoplexy,  9;  Cancer,  9. 


Infectious  Disease 


Five  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received,  and 
all  were  ofScarlet  Fever. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information  sup- 
plied by  Mr.  M.  Heron,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh:— 

Y/ater  Supply— Chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  samples 
from  the  supply  gave  satisfactory  results  in  each  instance. 

Sewage  Disposal— The  sewage  and  drainage  systems  operated 
satisfactorily. 

Refuse  Disposal  — Domestic  refuse  was  collected  twice  weekly 
and  shop  refuse  four  times  weekly.  Disposal  was  by  controlled 
tipping  outwith  the  Burgh. 

Hui sances -Several  complaints  were  investigated  and  each  was 
remedied  without  the  need  for  statutory  proceedings. 

Offensive  Trades-There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  Burgh. 


94 


Housing— No  new  houses  were  completed  and  none  was  in  course 
of  construction  during  the  year.  Two  houses  were  improved  with 
the  assistance  of  Standard  Grants. 

The  number  of  houses  owned  or  factored  by  the  Town  Council 
were  described  in  the  Report  for  1959. 

BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR 
Vital  Statistics 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  38  (21 
male,  17  female)  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  16  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  38  (22  males,  16 
females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Heart  Disease,  8; 
Apoplexy,  5;  Cancer,  8. 

Infectious  Disease 

Forty-four  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received. 
Scarlet  Fever,  6;  Whooping  Cough,  14,  Dysentry,  19  Acute  Pri- 
mary Pneumonia,  4;  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  1. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  Rodgett,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh:— 

Water  Supply— The  supply  over  the  past  year  was  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demand. 

The  supply  position  is  that  the  reservoir  is  capable  of  hold- 
ing one  and  a half  days’  supply,  the  filters  can  deal  with  eight 
times  the  daily  demand  and  the  clear  water  tanks  can  store  almost 
one  day’s  supply. 

Sewage  Disposal— The  sewage  disposal  works  consist  of  detritus 
tanks,  sedimantation  tanks,  percolating  filters  and  sludge  drving 
beds.  They  were  built  thirty-five  years  ago  and  now  it  is  neces- 
sary that  entirely  new  works  be  constructed  to  deal  with  the 
greatly  increased  flow.  Plans  are  being  prepared  for  new  works 
to  be  sited  adjacent  to  the  existing  works.  Meantime,  constant 
attention  is  required  to  minimise  nuisance,  mainly  occasioned  by 
effluent  from  the  Creamery. 
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Refuse  Disposal  In  May,  I960,  the  arrangement  whereby  the 
County  Council  undertook  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse 
in  the  Burgh  was  terminated.  The  Town  Council  employed  two 
workmen  and  purchased  a 7.  cu.  yard,  cleansing  vehicle.  House- 
hold and  garden  refuse  is  now  uplifted  twice  weekly,  and  trade 
and  household  paper  once  weekly.  Disposal  is  by  way  of  control- 
led tipping  at  a disused  brickworks’  quarry  outside  the  Burgh. 

Housing— Twelve  Weir  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 
Plans  are  being  prepared  for  five  houses  for  old  people. 

Closing  orders  were  made  on  three  houses,  one  house  was 
demolished  and  two  improved  with  the  aid  of  discretionary  grant. 
There  are  seven  totally  unfit  houses  and  148  sub-Standard  houses. 

Factories-There  are  22  mechanical  and  5 non-mechanical  fac- 
tories on  the  register. 


